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AUSTRALIA'S

Quality
Windmill

No other mill has the "
Billabong-

" combine^d Governor,

^hd; Regulator. This device not only effectively governs the
'mill in"^ heavy winds, but provides a means of setting the mill

to different speeds. No other mill is fitted with the " Billa-

bong " Pull-out Swivel. These features are exclusively the
"
Billabong's

"
by patent rights. This invention makes pos-

sible the direct Central Lift and perfect alignment of the

P'ump Rod. Every farmer knows the Central Lift means
Powerful Lift, Cortect Balance, and Even Wear.

Then, againj^^^if'e draw attention to the new system of split

bearings, which abviates the taking down' of the mill when,
after years of service, new bearings may be needed. The
"
Billabong

"
is also fitted with an 9il bath lubricating device,

which is very effective, and is only in operation when the mil

is turning, thus there is no waste of lubricant.

The above features should convince you that

the "
Billabong

made mill,

If you are

interested
write for

pamphlets
and prices.
We are

sure you
will regard
the latter

as very
moderate.
We make
all acces-

sories of

Irrigation,

Pumps,
Pipes,
Sprinklers,
and also
" Danks' "

Patent
Lock-Joint
Troug^hm^. y/^i.gl^|S7i>' . _^^^^ :^j

Tools!
We have a great variety of
tools and accessories for
farm and garden ; also

sheep and breeders' supplies.

Woodworking and Engineering Tools.—An
extensive stock. Modern Patterns. Moder-
ate Prices. We have a great variety, and
shall be pleased to post you particulars and
prices on receipt of request.

324 Pitt Street, Sydney.

291 Bourkc Street, Melbourne.

ft.
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PELMAN SCHOOL
CAN YOU SAY "YES" TO THESE

QUESTIONS?
Have you great Organising Power?
Have you Directive Power?
Have you the Power of Ideation?
Do people come to you for Valuable

Ideas ?

Are you a good reasoner?
Do you remain calm and unflurried

amidst crowdins worries?
Can you master difficult sub.iects easily?
Do you dominate your surroundings?
Have you a Strong Will?
Do you think logically?
Are you a good and persuasive talker?
Can you sell goods?
Can you convince people who are doubt-

ful, or even hostile?
Do you decide quickly and rightly?
Are you in demand as a speaker or

orator?
Can you rapidly master difficult facts?
Can you solve knotty problems quickly?
Do you remember everything important

you read ?

Can you remember details as well as
main principles?

Is your memory perfect?
Can you concentrate your brain on one

thing for a long time?
Can you remember long series of facts,

figures, and dates?
Are you a good linguist?
Have you a head for statistics?
Have you a good memory for faces?
Can you work hard without suffering

from brain fag?
Do you take everything in at a glance?
Ape you earning a larger income than

last year?
Are you successful?

If you can say
" Yes "

to all the above
you are indeed fortunate. If you cannot,
write for our booklet.

" Mind and IVIemory
Training." It tells you how .Vou can soon
b3 able to answer most, if not all, of the
questions in the affirmative.

THE PELMAN SYSTEM OF MIND
AND MEMORY TRAINING

offered to you is the same in every par-
ticular as that which H.R.H. THE
PRINCE OF WALES has studied, and
which is so highly recommended by many
eminent men. Some of these men are:—

The fate Lord Kitchener.
The late Lord Roberts.
Mr. Asquith.
Mr. Lloyd George.
Mr. T. P. O'Connor, M.P.
Rev. Frederick C. Spurr.
Sir W. Robertson Nicoll, M.A.
Rev. Ellis G. Roberts.
Prof. Gordon Tanner.
Mr. A. W. Gamage.

There are many other names equally
impressive, but what interests the aver-

age Australian and New Zealand reader
is the personal opinion of Australian and
New Zealand pupils. In our prospcitu.s
are given letters signed by people living
in Australia, some of whom you may
know, and to all of whom you cyn write.
These pupils are drawn from all ciasscs.

Doctors.
Lawyers.
Clerks.
Accountants.
Soldiers.

Clergymen.
Salesmen.
Managers.

Travellers.
Civil Servants.
School Teachers.
Service Men.
Working M;n.
Farmers.
Graziers.

Engineers.

If you are a worker anxious to <y^x on,
write at once to the P'^lm^'^

<- i, _., ^^

Gloucester House, 3g6 Flinders Lane,
Melbourne.

of Mind and Memor
Taught by Post.

The Pelman System is

taught by post in 12 inter-
esting lessons. It takes from
8 to 10 weeks to complete the
course. Benefits begin with
the first lesson, and the in-
terest and attention are
maintained throughout.
Write now to the Secretary,
Pelman School, 23 Glouces-
ter House, 396 Flinders Lane,
Melbourne.

Cut This Out and Post To-day.

To the Secretary,
PELMAN SCHOOL OP MIND AND MEMORY.

23 Gloucester House, 396 Flinders Lane, Melbourne.

Please send your free book.
Training."

Name

Mind and Memory

Address.
33
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MISS
JESSIE GOLE

MISS
GOLE learned

Shorthand by Brad-
shaw's Correspon-
dence Method. Like

so many others, she was
delighted with the ease
with which the system
can be m^astered. But let
her tell her story in her
own words. Writing under
date 15/4/16, she says:—
"Having completed my

course in Shorthand by
Correspondence Tuition, it

would be difficult to exag-
gerate the advantages of
your System. To rea'dy
appreciate it at its true
worth, 'one needs to have
hsud experience with some
of the other systems pre-
viously in use.

" Those characteristics
which in the past have
made the study of Steno-
graphy lengthy and labori-
ous, have in your Course
been reduced to a mini-
mum, and each sn^c^eding
less )n grows in inte-est.
"What impressed -me

most with the Course was
its concise and compre-
hensive construction. From
the First Lesson onwards,
the Syst^em grov a natur-
ally and gradually; there
is no unlearning what has
been learned a-t an earlier
stage; ea«h liCsson follows
easily upon th? preceding
one, and when the last
Lesson is reached, a simple,
clear, and ea-sily tran-
scribed system of Short-
hand is at on3's disposal."

Regarding the length
of time taken to reach my
present- standard, I memor-
ised the Theory Lessons
in t:n nights studying on
an average an hour and
a-ha'f each night.

"
I worked at speed for

one month, and at the end
of that time my speed per
minute was 150 words,
which I could transcribe
as dictated.

W»€^M'

BUSINESS COLLEGE
PTY. LTD.

41 Rowe Street

North Fitzroy

BRADSHAW'S

26 : 6 : 26

Shorthand Course

is setting- new standards
of achievement in the

Stenographic World.
This is not only true of

isolated cases. The sys-

tem is learned by pos*
in the student's home,
and students from every
State in. the Common-
wealth are continually

demonstrating- the won-
derful ease with which
Bradshaw's 26 : 6 : 26

Shorthand can be

learned, and hig-h

speeds developed.

Learn by Post

in Your

Own Home

FIRST LESSON
FREE to anyone men-
tioning "Stead's Re-

view," and enclosing
three penny stamps to

cover postag-e. Ask also

for Pamphlet
"
P2Q

"

when writing-. It's in-

teresting.

L

BRADSHAW'S CHAMBERS

238 FLINDERS STREET

MELBOURNE, VICTORIA

I'haufc you foi- meutioDins St«£u]'B Review when writine to AdvertieerB.
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SHORTHAND
FOR THE MILUON

Eur to Lean ! E«<y to Write ! Easy to Read !

Write now for facts about the amazing headvray
made by

GREGG SHORTHAND
in Great Britain and America during last year.

Facts speak volumes.

By my
"
Mail-Course

"
Lessons I can qualihr you

for best positions in one-third the time and cost
of other systems.

FREE SAMPLE LESSON
PHIL. C. BAINES. O.G.A.. Expert Teacher and Repre-

sentatire, Grtn Shorthand Correspondence CoBefe,
Abion, Brisbane, Q.

YOU CAN ALWAYS
RELY UPON

PIONEER

Wood Pipe
It does not corrode nor

rust,

ilectrolysis and acid
fumes cannot harm it.

The water that runs
throueh • it makes it

last indefinitely.
It is by far the most

economical, the easiest

_
most suitable system for

making connections and discon-
nections where the requirements
are constantly Tarying.

We supply full descriptive cata-

logue, containing valuable infor-
mation concerning Wood Pipe.

THE AUSTRALIAN WOOD
PIPE CO. LTD.

Head Office :

57 YORK STREET, SYDNEY

Contractors to all State

Governments.

FACTORIES-
Lane Cove River. N.S.W.
hootscray, Vic.

Port AdeUide, S.A.

THE

COLONIAL MUTUAL FIRE
INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED.

Fire, Accident, Employer's Liability,
]

ffi.'TJS. '';!^'!." INSURANCE
Live Stock, Customs Bonds. '

Principal Office r 60 Market Street, MelbowM.

Branches in all the States.

W. Tucker,
General Manager.

MORRISS jMPERIALEYE OINTMENT
CONFIDENTLY RECOMMENDED.

Obtainable at all Chemists and Stores.

Conscription in
«^ i

New Zealand

With Introduction by
HENRY STEAD

3id. post free from STEAD'S REVIEW,

Clyde House, Melbourne
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CLERKS, BOOK-KEEPERS,

And OFFICE MEN !

SEND FOR THIS BOOK TO-DAY!
The new edition

just out answers
these questions
fully :-

(1) Why should I

qualify?

(2) HOW will I be

benefited?

(3) How do I

qualify?

(4) What are the

Examinations?

(5) How long will

it take?

(6) What will it

cost me?

Much other in-

teresting- and valu-
able information in
the 65 pages.

The Accountancy
Degree is invaluable

everv man en-

gaged in commer-
cial work. Its pos-
session ensures pro-
motion and perman-
ent prospects.

We coach the greatest number of Account-
ncy students in both Australia and New

Zealand, the result of specialised work dur-

ing 20 years. Vou must succeed with us.

SEND NOW FOR
FREE COPY!

Hemingway & Robertson
Public Accountants and Coaches

COLLINS HOUSE, Collins Street, Melbourne
And at Union Buildings, Auckland, N.Z. S.R. 3:
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WRIGHT'S

RHEUMATIC
REMEDY

(For Internal Um)

I DON'T
WANT
THEM

Two or three bottles will probably cure
you, but if your case is very severe, buy
six bottles straig^htout, and any chemist
or storekeeper in Austraiia will grive you
our signed guarantee to return your
money if we fail to cure.

Price, 5/6 per bottle, or 33/- for 6-
bottle course and guarantee. The repu
tation of our agents is a guarantee of

good faith,

WHOLESALE AGENTS:
N.S.W.— S. Hoffnung and Co. Ltd.,

Elliott Bros. Ltd. S. Aus.— D. and J.
Fowler Ltd. W. Aus.—D. and J.
Fowler Ltd. Qld.— S. Hoffnung and
Co. Ltd., Taylor and Colledge Ltd
Tasmania— L. "Fairthorne and Son, Hat-
ton and Laws, H. T. Gould and Co.
Victoria— Feiton's, Rocke's, Ouerdin's,
and all merchants.

II not obtainable in your district, remit direct to—

Wright's Rheumatic Remedy Pty. Ltd.

435 Collins Street, Melbourne.
Box 320 G.P.O., Melbourne.

The
Foundation of

BABY'S STRENGTH.
Rich, pure cow's milk improved

by the addition of extra Cream
and Lactose, subjected to the latest
scientific processes which guar-
antee absolute immunity from in-
jurious bacteria., and rendered

IDENTICAL WITH HUMAN MILK
in composition, nutrition, and
digestibility.

Your Doctor Recommends It and Yo-:- Chctcist Stocki It.

Write for Sample and
our

"
Baby Book."

The Bacchus Marsh

Concentrated Milk Co.

Ltd.,

Melbourne. Sydney, Brbbane,
Adelaide, Fremantle.



v\. STEAD'S REVIEW. March SI, 1917,

History of the War
A PROGRESSIVE STORY

By JOHN BUCHAN

14 Volumes 25/- ^^^t free

Each volume is 7^ x 5 inches in size, and contains about 270 pages of clear

type. Copiously illustrated with maps and plans, of which there are no fewer

than 340 in the first fourteen volumes.

A running commentary on the war. One volume appears every month.

Fourteen are already published. When you get these, and those which follow,

you will have a unique and most complete record of the great struggle.

VOLUiVIE 1.

With Preface by the Earl of Rosebery,
K.G.

From the Beginning of the War to the

Fall of Namur. 23 Maps and Plans.

VOLUME II.

From the Battle of Mons to the German
Retreat to the Aisne. 19 Maps and
Plans.

VOLUME MI.

The Battle of the Aisne and the Events
down to the Fall of Antwerp. 23 Maps
and Plans.

VOLUME IV.

The Great Struggle in West Flanders, the

Two Attacks upon Warsaw, and the

Fighting at Sea down to the Battle of

Falkland Islands. 43 Maps and Plans.

VOLUME V.

The War of Attrition in the West, the

Campaigns in the Near East, and the

Fi«:hting at Sea down to the Blockade
of Britain. 25 Maps and Plans.

VOLUME VI.

The Campaign on the Niemen and the

Narev, th3 Struggle in the Carpathians,
Neuve Chapelle, and the Beginning of

the Dardanelles Campaign. 21 Maps
and Plans.

VOLUME VII.

From the Second Battle of Ypres to the

Beginning of the Italian Campaign. 27

^ Maps and Plans.

VOLUME VIM.

The Midsummer Campaigns and the Bat-
tles on the Warsaw Salient. 17 Maps
and e«rans.

VOLUME IX.

The Italian War, the Campaign in Cal-

lipoli, and the Russian Retreat from the
Warsaw Salient. 17 Maps and Plans.

VOLUME X.

The Russian Stand, and the Allied Offen-
sive in the West. 38 Maps and Plans.

VOLUME XI.

The Struggle for the Dvina, and the
Great Invasion of Serbia. 20 Maps and
Plans.

VOLUME XM.

The Retreat from Bagdad, the Evacuation
of Gaiiipoli, and the Derby Report. 16

Maps and Plans.

VOLUME Xill.

The Position at Sea, the Fall of Erzerum,
and the First Battle of Verdun. 29

Maps and Plans.

VOLUME XiV.

From the Fall of Kut to the Second
Battle of Verdun, including the Battle

of Jutland and the Austrian Offensive

in the Trentino. 32 Maps and Plans.
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The Story of the Fighting

Told by John Buchan
who has access to official documents and records, and can avail himself of

authoritative sources of information, which enable him to give a most complete,

coherent and accurate account of actual happenings. His narrative makes the

varying strategical situations clear. In the accounts of the actual fighting,

details are never allowed to obscure the essential features of the gigantic combats.

WHAT EMINENT iVlEN AND PAPERS
SAY OF THE HISTORY.

The clearest and best description I have
read.—Field-Marshal Lord Methuen.

This book oug-ht to be in the hands of

evcrybod}', and in every public library.—
Major-General Sir Francis Lloyd, Com-
manding- the London district.

Only those who have grappled with the
enormous amount ot complex, contradic-

tory, baffling, obscure, and misleading
matter from which facts must be ex-

tracted, can realise the tremendous thing
Air. Buchan is doing so gracefully and so

suavely. In addition to his imperturbable
analystical gifts as a historian, Mr.
Buchan is also a very fine writer.— "

Illu-

strated London News."'

Mr. Buchan has a swift eye for what is

pertinent and what is characteristic. IJis

judgments are temperate and sure. It is

not too long for even busy people to read.
— " The Spectator."

Colossal as is the task, even heroic, a
writer has been found who is not un-

worthy of it. The work is unique, as Is

the war itself. It stands quite apart from
everv other book on the subject thus far

published. Done with literary skill and
power of unusual kinds.— " The Literary
Digest."

Mr. Buchan is one of the greatest war
writers of the day. It is a monumental
work that he is giving us, on a scale un-

precedented in the history of histories of

any country.— " Montreal Herald."

The story is told without favour or af-

fectation ; defeat is called defeat, and is

not distorted by phraseological subtleties
into reading victory. Is a model of what
a military history should be.— " The
Broad Arrow."

Each volume tells the story in the same
remarkable detail, and with the same bal-

anced judgment and literary charm which
have distinguished each part of this well-

planned and well-written history.
— "

x\rmy
and Navy Gazette."

Special Offer
To Readers of STEAD'S.

Among the many histories of the war
now being published, we have found

none which approaches Mr. Buchan's

in balanced judgment and accurate

statement. It is easily the best record

of the war yet available, and as

such we can strongly recommend It

to our readers, many of whom have
asked us to tell them of a reliable

history. Further, to bring it within the

reach even of those of limited means, we
are prepared to supply the volumes for

their benefit for monthly payments, if

they sign and fill in form below. There
are not many sets available in Australia

just now. Do not delay in sending on

your order. This special offer does not

apply to New Zealand.

ORDER FORM.

The Manager STEAD'S
182 Collins Street, Melbourne.

Please send me, post free, the 14
volumes of John Buchan's History of the
War, for which I enclose first payment of

5/-. I promise to pay off the balance of
20/-. at the rate of 5/- a month for the next
four months.

Name

Address

Send me also each new volume as it

appears, post free, for which I will pay
1/9.
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"Ironing out of doors? Well, you ARE orig-
inal!" ''Oh, not at all. Everyone is getting these

G-E Electric Flatirons
nowadays. Just connect it to the nearest light

fixture, turn the switch and go ahead ! So

simple and so much better than poking over

a hot stove."

"Splendid! 1 '11 get one today. Thank you
so much for telling me! "

Let us put a G-E Electric Flatiron in

YOUR home. It will operate wherever a

wire will go and costs but a few pence for

electricity for each ironing.

Australian General Electric Company,
Cr. Queen and Little Collins Sts.,

MELBOURNE.
Cr. Wentworth Av. & Goulburn St.,

SYDNEY.
"^-111

s:^

Agents.

CHAS. ATKINS & CO. (W.A.) LTD., 894 Hay Street, Perth, W.A.

ENGINEERING SUPPLY CO. OF AUSTRALASIA LTD., Cr. Edward and
Charlotte Streets, Brisbane.

NATIONAL ELECTRICAL & ENGINEERING CO. LTD., Auckland, Dunedin,
Christchurch and Wellington, N.Z.

UNBEHAUN & JOHNSTONE LTD., 100 Currie Street, Adelaide.

OLIVER & OLIVER. 05 Macquarie Street, Hobart, Tasmania.
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STEAD'S REVIEW
OF REVIEWS.

EDITED BY HENRY STEAD
-AND OTHERS.

CONTENTS FOR MARCH 31st, 1917.

Rossian Scene

ProgreM of tbe World—
A Momentous Fortnight 291
The Russian Coup d'Etat 291
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Our Offensive Postponed
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The Glorious City Falls
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The Turk Will Make Great Efforts
At War, But Not an Ally
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An Awkward Possibility
Political Crisis in France
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300
300
301
301
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306
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(Continued on next page.)

PHOTOGRAPHY IS EASY
With a

Harrington Camera
Every feature calculated to make photography ea«y is em-

bodied in Harringtons Cameras, the movem.nta in titem being
of the simplest, yet most effective construction and d-t«ien. whilst
the materia. 8 used are of the best quality possible.

The Ingento Junior. illustra«ted here, is a grand example.
It is a camera, which can be understood and used after a few
minutes' demonstration, which we will be pleased to give. It has
a Morocco Leatherette-covered tody. Leather Bellows, Brilliant

View Finder, Flexible Antinous Release. Rigid Nickel-Plated Lens Front, and Shut-
ter-giving Time, Bulb, and variable inatanta-neous exposures. Jt is made . for Roll Films
in three sizes, as under, and can be loaded and unloaded in daylight.

No. la.—Takes pictures 2J ins. x 4J ins.
With Meniscus Lens—42/6. With Ra.pid Rectilinear Lena—52/6.

No. 3.—Takes pictures 3J ins. x 4J ins.
With Meniscus I.«ns—47/6. With Rapid Rectilinear Lens—57/6.

No. 3a.—Takes pictures 3i ins. x 5i ins. (Postcard size). ;

With Rapid Rectilinear Lens—62/6.

Note.—When buying films always ask for
" ENSIGN." They will fit all maJjee of camera,

and can be depended upon to give gOod results.

US

Photographic & Cinematographic
Merchants,

266 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE
Abo at SYDNEY. BRISBANE. ADELAIDE. AUCKLAND .nd WELLINGTON. N.Z.
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Protection for Our

Fighting Men
Tremendous interest is centering round

the "DAYFIELD "BODY SHIELD,
a new invention for the protection of our

figtiting men.

Stirring experiences, proving its life-

saving qualities, are related in the Eng-
ILsh papers, and highly favourable are

the comments as to the value of the de-

vice.

The Shield is made of light-weight,
flexible steel, on similar lines to a waist-

coat, affording unique protection to back
and chest, and in no way hampering the

wearer.

We have been appointed sole agents
for the line for Australia. Supplies are

held by the manufacturers in London.

We send the name and address of the

soldier, and the Shield is posted direct

from London to the front.

This means that you secure the Shield

at the home retail cost—avoiding the ex-

pense of freight and duty both ways.

The price is ^2 J 12 16, plus 2/6 post-

age from London.

Numerous inquiries have already been

received, and it is aAticipated that a big
demand will eventuate.

A sample Shield will shortly be in our

possession
—meanwhile secure any fur-

ther particulars desired.

CLOTHLNG DEPARTMENT
(Ground Floor).

The MUTUAL
Where everything
is the best
by actual test.

Opp. FLINDERS ST. STATION,

MELBOURNE.
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IMo Room for the Untrained Man!

AreYou Getting Squeezed?

On the one hand you have the trained man IN the good position; on the

other hand the man training FOR the good position. Between the two do you not
feel cramped; that you lack scope or elbow room; that you are being SQUEEZED
OUT from the GOOD THINGS—the present advantages and future benefits these

others enjoy, who have taken, and are taking, the Sensible Way?

You must admit that if you covet the Good Position, with the privilege,

influence, and More Money which it brings, that your only common-sense course

is to Prepare for it. You have got to get the training Somehow that will Qualify

you. Only this Specific Training for Special Work will entitle you ; and it is a

mistake to think that your daily activity, in your present job, is sufficient training.

You must have Special Training—the training WE can give you—the Training
that has helped, and is helping, thousands along the Success Way—the Right Way
of Right Training.

You should write to us AT ONCE for a

FREE Copy of our Illustrated Handbook—
" CHOOSING A CAREER," and avail your-
self of the direct and personal advice of our

Skilled Experts and Professors, our hard-

headed Business Builders, and Trained Effi-

ciency Managers. All this is designe<l to help

YOU, and is freely offered without the least

obligation. Resolve your present idea into

IMMEDIATE ACTION—write TO-DAY!

Among our 250 cqurses
are the following !

—

Stotl's Correspondence College
(Address Nearest Office)

109 RUSSELL STREET, MELBOURNE,
117 PITT STREET, SYDNEY,
CREEK STREET, BRISBANE,

Civil Engineering
Shire Engineering

Bridge Construction

Surveying
Electrical Engineering

Telegraphy, Telephony
Steam Eng ing
Wireless Telegraphy
Gas and Oil Engines
Suction Gas Plants

Irrigation Engineering

Sanitary Engineering

Mining Engineering

Chemistry, Metallurgy
Mechanical Drawing

Bookkeeping
Shorthand, Typewriting

Accountancy .

Commercial Law
Journalism, Literature

Story Writing
Mathematics

Languages

Drawing, Illustrating

Architecture

Architectural Drawing
Building Construction

& Estimating

Agriculture
Fruit Growing, etc.

We Successfully Prepare for ALL

ELL US WHATYOU ARF4I NTERESTED IN .

Information FREE !
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THE IMPERIAL CHATEAU AT LIVADIA.

The Tsar's private residence near Yalta, in the Crimea.



THE REAL RUSSIA.
Two Russian peasants in holiday attire. Comparatively few of the 100,000,000 peasants of Russia

can read or write, but when they stir the Bureaucracy trembles.
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Maech 23, 1917.

A Momentous Fortnight.

Writing in our last number, I referred

to the previous fortnight as being the most

crowded with incident t^he war had wit-

nessed since the deadlock began in the

west. The fortnight which followed,

however, has been even more filled with

momentous events, .although all of these,

save one. are fhe direct result of happen-

ings whidh had been chronicled before.

The arming of American merchantmen has

brought about what is practically a state of

war between Germany and the great Re-

public. The retirement in the west from

the Bapaume salient h;is been followed by

the evacuation of the Soissons salient by
the enemy. The victory at Kut was but

the forerunner of t'he capture of Bagdad.
The revival of the Home Rule question has

caused the Irish Party to vigorously oppose

the Government at Home. All these things

were more or less expected, but the most

epoch-making happening of all broke u[x>n

the world almost unheralded.

The Russian Coup d'Etat.

The papers 'have given full, if somewhat

contradictory, details of the events which led

up to the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II.,

and it is hardlv necessary to recapitulate

them here in detail. The first intimation

we had that things were happening in Rus-

sia was the bald announcement on Friday,

March i6th, fhat Nicholas had abdicated.

This was at first taken to be "bad news

for the Allies, to. be a victory for the pro-

Germans in the Empire. ,
Later cables

showed that it was actually a defeat for

them, and a victory for the forces of liberal-

ism and progress. The reactionaries were

hurled from office;, and the danger of a

separate peace with Germany was definitely

over. But it is obviously wrong to de-

scribe events of the last week as a re-

volution. It was" a coup d'etat, the substi-

tution of one set of men, accustomed to

rule, for another familiar with the methods

of Government. It was not a rising of the

people, but it is perfectly possible that a

real revolution which will put the people

themselves in control may yet come along.

The Tsar abdicated in favour of his bro-

ther Michael, but he has refused the cro\vn

for the time being, may never get the

unanimous invitation without which, he

says, he will not mount the throne. At this

time of writing, therefore, Russia -has no

official head. Grand Duke Nicholas was

appointed commander-in-chief once more,

but that appointment was later cancelled,

an action of considerable significance. All
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the Grand Dukes have thrown in their lots

with t'he Liberal leaders for the time being,
but their past records in some cases do not

inspire much confidence that thev will

really help along the cause of Democracy.
More probably will they prove a serious

drag on the wheel of progress. All the

great generals have declared in favour of

the new regime, but unfortunately no one of

them appears to be so much above his fel-

lows as to be the obvious commander-in-
chief of all the Russian armies.

The Tsar Abdicates.

That there has long been rumbling dis-

content in Russia was, of course, well

known, but that this should culminate in an

almost bloodless revolution was entirely un-

expected, as unforeseen, in fact, as the

dramatic abdication of Nicholas II. These

stirring events in Russia will probably have

greater influence on the war than either the

German retirement in the west or tiie in-

coming of the United States. To properly
understand the situation in the gigantic
Muscovite Empire is almost impossible. We
here, so far from the centre of things, are

almost entirely cut off from all sources of

information, must relv practically alto-

gether on the meagre cables ; eekinfr out the

information they give with our own know-

ledge of Russian conditions. Inevitably
we are driven to deduce from the cables

considerably more tflian they tell us, to en-

.
deavour all the time to read between the

lines. Of this, however, we may be cer-

tain, namely, that we are only getting over

the wires what those at the moment in con-

trol in Petrograd permit us to have. It fol-

lows, as a matter of course, therefore, that

we are being told the very best that can be

told, are hearing notching it is deemed ad-

visable we shall not hear.

Russia and Peace.

Now that the coup cV ctat has taken ])lace
it is possible to comment more freely upon
recent happenings in Russia. . There has
hitherto been a conspiracy of silence with

regard to the discontent within the Musco-
vite Empire which has every now and again
found expression in strikes and rioting.
Behind the veil of the Russian censorship
much has been occurring of which no whis-

per has readhed the outside world. The
coup d'etat has, however, torn awav the

veil, and we can see better, albeit, darklv
still. In an article in our February ?rd

issue, I touched somewhat lightly upon the

question of Russia and Peace, and endea-

voured to give mv readers some idea of the

position of parties in the domains of the

Tsar. I there pointed out that there were

roughly three main groups, the bureau-

crats, the nationalists and the revolution-

aries. The first named were reactionary,

stood for the old regime, were against

granting the people any rights, and al-

though not sympathising with Germany, yet

saw in her the bulwark of autocratic rule.

This party, therefore, was strongly inclined

to make peace with the enemy whilst that

could be done with advantage to Russia.

In this group were al'l the supports of auto-

cracy as against democracy. From the

Allies' point of view this party was dan-

gerous, and was regarded as more or less

pro-German. Yet ever since the war started

this group of statesmen and politicians has

been in control of the Government of the

country. Whilst undoubtedly many of the

men at the head of affairs were intensely

patriotic, it is perfectly obvious that they
failed to prevent their supporters from ac-

tively working to brake the Russian war

machine.

The Nationalists.

Against the bureaucracy was, of course,

ranged the revolutionary party. Its mem-
bers desired to overthrow the autocracy al-

together. They had republican ideas and

openly advocated the sweeping away of

the Tsar and all his officiaJls. In their

ranks were to be found Socialists and An-

archists, dreamers and plotters. Between
the bureaucrats on the one side and the

revolutionaries on the other, stand the na-

tionalists. Their cry is ''Russia for the Rus-

sians," but they do not go anything like

so far as the revolutionaries. Thev are, on
the whole, moderate in their demands, and
do not seek to alter the system of govern-
ment at one fell swoop. They would rather

take existing methods and democratise
them. They favour the retention of a here-

ditary Tsar, do not desire the creation of

a republic. The nationalists are anti-Ger-

man only in so far as t'he Germans threaten

Russia. Could they be sure that that dan-

ger could be XJermanentiy avoided by the

making of peace thev would probably end
the war at once. Thev will only go on

fighting so long as they are convinced that

Russia will get more benefit from war than
from peace, for they are pro-Russians be-

fore they are pro-Allies or anything else.

It is the nationalists who have brought
about the coup d'etat which has deprived
Nicholas of his crown. The Tsar had
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found it impossible to throw over the ad-

visers xvho had surrounded him ever since

he ascended the throne, and therefore he

had to go when they went. It is ridiculous

to call Nicholas a pro-German ;
he has al-

Avays been strongly pro- English, but above

allhe was a lover of his own people, and

has shown it by abdicating when he saw

that only by so doing could he really serve

them.

The Revolutionaries.

But the nationalists were not able to

seize control of the Empire without the

help of the revolutionary party. These

moderates were, indeed, obliged to seek

the heilp of the extremists, and therein lies

the tragic danger of the situation. To as-

sume, as so many seem to do, that all is

-now settled and that the bureaucrats are

down and out for good, is absurd. The
Grand Dukes, and Counts and Barons,

with their bureaucratic following, are ndt

going to sit calmly down and permit other-^"

to hold the power which they have for cen-

turies regarded as theirs by divine right.

But these men are in a minority, and would

be more or less powerless to do any harm

provided the moderate forces now in con-

trol are able to curb their revoluntionary

following. If they fail to do so, then

there is every prospect of a real revolution

breaking out, and whatever the outcome

of such internal strife may be, it is cer-

tain that it would gravely interfere with

the vigorously determined prosecution of the

war. The critical thing at the moment, then,

is not so much whether the deposed bureau-

crats will endeavour to overthrow the new
rulers of Russia as whether these can pre-

vail upon a powerful section of their own

following to go slow. The brief refer-

ences made in the cables to demands for

the Tsarina's head, for the imprisonment
of Nicholas II., for the execution of lead-

ing reactionaries s'how plainly enough that

the revolutionary element is well in evi-

dence. In France the tumbrils, at first

filled with aristocrats, later carried the

earlier revolutionary leaders to the guillo-

tine. Feeding on its success, the revolu-

tion became more and more revolutionary
as the days went by. It is perfectly pos-

^sible
that the great, and, indeed, astound-

*ing, success of the bloodless revolution

engineered by the nationalists may fire the

revolutionaries to make demands which

would speedilv result in violent disruption
in the camp of those who now hold the

reins of power.

An Army of the People.

Clearly the army has taken a great
share in the upheaval which has banished
the heads of the century-old bureaucratic

regime to oblivion. What attitude is the

army going to take towards the new Gov-
ernment ? Are the soldiers moderates or ex-

tremists ? If they are the former, then

stable conditions may be immediately an-

ticipated. If, however, they are more in

sympathy with the socialists and revolu-

tionaries, trouble is certainly ahead. In

speaking of the Russian army we are prone
to forget that it is no more like the pre-
war army than fhe huge British army is

like the expeditionary force which landed
in France in August, 19 14. That force

was practically wiped out and the Russian

army, with its old traditions and ideas,

shared the same fate during the early days
of the war. The professional army has

vanished altogether, what is now in the^
field is an army of the people. That it is

already permeated by democratic ideas is

indicated by the cables telling of the re-

fusal of the men to salute their officers and
the like. That the soldiers have begun to

think for themselves, is shown by their

refusal to fire, on their own fellows, not in

uniform, who thronged the streets and at-

tacked the prisons and houses of reac-

tionaries. Nurses in hospitals report thou-

sands of the wounded soldiers spend their

time of convalescence in learning to read

and to write, and it is said that the revolu-

tionaries have been carrying on a very active

propaganda indeed in the ranks. The Rus-

sian moujik, transported from his quiet vil-

lage right across Russia to the firing line

realises, for the first time, that there is a

great world bevond the horizon which had
for so long bounded his existence. He
wakes up with a vengeance, but the new
sensations which crowd upon him may
cause him to lose his sense of proportion,

may make him a fertile field for the sowing
of extremist propaganda. The final out-

come of the present movement rests so com-

pletely upon the doings of the soldier-

moujik that we can only hope his plunge
into woilld affairs has not warped or dis-

torted his proverbial good sense.

A Mad Chauffeur.

Russia was seething with conflicting emo-

tions, long before the war began, and

ever since the struggle started she has been

torn this way and that by her people who
wish to do different things, or the same

things differently. Intrigue and politics
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have, during the last two years and more,
been gnawing in her vitals, and the con-

tradictions in a country of contradictions

were never so marked as since August, 19 14.

As one of the liberal leaders well put it over

a year ago, the Russian people are in the

position of a man passing along the edge of

a precipice in a motor-car who sees that

his chauffeur has suddenly gone insane.

What to do? If he does nothing the de-

mented chauffeur may drive the car over

the dlifif : but if, on the ot3ier hand, he at-

tempts to take the wheel from the irrespon-

sible driver, the unpiloted car may plunge

altogether to destruction in the struggle
which would certainly ensue. That was the

position at the beginning of last year, and,

at that time,fhe Liberal leaders had decided

not to risk seizing the wheel, but proposed
to trust to luck, keeping a close eye on,

the chauffeur, with the resohe to throw him
overboard if possible should he at any time

veer the car too near the edge of the preci-

pice. The occasion has apparently arisen

when the nationalists deemed it no longer
safe to allow the bureaucratic chauffeur to

continue steering the car of State, It

would seem, however, that it was not

primarily because the man at the wheel was

steering perilously near the edge of the

abyss that they acted, but because fhe

moment was opportune for effecting the

change in chauffeurs without a struggle. The
bureaucrats had themselves brought the

situation about and had forced the revolu-

tionaries into the arms of t'he nationalists

by their refusal to remedy the serious food

shortage in the large cities. Although evi-

dentlv the train had been carefully laid, it

was the starving people who finally fired it.

The coup d'etat was, in fact, brought about

by empty stomachs. The people will stand a

lot, but tlhev will not starve at the behest

of their rulers ! With the people in line

behind them, the nationalists struck, and

won an almost bloodless victory. But al-

though they are now in power, the Liberal

leaders have an exceedingly difficult task

ahead.

Rocks Ahead.

First of all they have to keep the revolu-

tionaries, who 'have felt their own strength,
in bounds. Next they have to frustrate

the plots of the bureaucrats—past-masters
in the art of subterranean intrigue—rag-

ingly determined to regain power. Then

they have to settle the Jewish question,
have to satisfy Finland, and reconcile the

widely differing ideas of the Poles concern-

ing the future of Poland.'- The food prob-
lem calls for immediate solution, and the

production of war material must be im-

menselv accelerated. These are a few' of

the main questions which confront the new
administration. There are plentv of others \

There appears to be a generallv accepted
belief that now that the pro-Germans have
been swept away, there will be an imme-
diate offensive against the German lines,

but that is exceedingly doubtful. The cause

of most of the Russian disasters in the fielld

has been lack of ammunition. That cause

still obtains. You cannot fill munition de-

pots by a political couf d'etat! To do that

requires time. Even Great Britain, the

greatest manufacturing country amongst the

Allies, found is impossible to turn out

enough guns and shells for her four million

men within a month or two; in fact, it was

only last year that the supply began to

overtake the demand.

The Question of Munitions.

Russia cannot possibly produce the war
materiail needed by her six million soldiers

by her own unaided efforts. She has to rely/

upon Japan and America, and all the

munitions ordered from these countries

have to be transported by the 5000-mile-

long railway across Siberia. Gigantic guns
and shells cannot be conjured up at a word,
and, until they are available, there can be
no question of a great offensiv'e. It may
be, of course, that the necessary war wea-

pons have been senf to Russia and are lying
hidden away in sidings, whither they were
diverted by corrupt officials

;
but it is de-

cidedly unlikely. If. in very truth, the

armies of Brusiloff and Russky lack muni-

tions, then it is by no means improbable
that the Germans will laundh a great offen-

sive against them. Such an offensive would
not achieve any great military result, for a

further retirement into Russia would not

seriously harm our Ally, but a notable ad-

vance by the Germans would most certainly
have a great influence on tlie politicri?. situa-

tion. German high command seems still to

dream of a separate peace with Russia, and

may think the present moment opportune
to try and force this by an exhibition of

military superiority, having failed to bring
it about bv political manoeuvring. That,

too, \ye should see within the next few
weeks.

The Food Problem.

The food problem of Russia is quite
different to that of Germany and of Eng-
land. Russian granaries are bursting with



steads Revieu-, 31! 3/ 17. PROGRESS OF THE WORLD. 295

iood. I.E^l^flM.an^M?^^' usually exported
in hiige quantities, must be available. The
trouble has arisen over . fhe transportation

of food, not over the lack of it. Apparently
the Government took over all supplies

some time ago, and took- what it required

for the army, leaving the balance in the

hands of the Governors of the various pro-

vinces. In some cases these men appear to

have handled the wheat and other supplies

with justice and discretion, but more often

seized the opportunity to enrich themselves,

nor were the police and other officials slow

to exploit the needs of the people for

their own ends. On top of this the rail-

way acoqammodation of the Empire, always

inadequate, appears to 'have l^een found en-

tirely wanting. All endeavours were

directed to keeping the armies at the front

supplied, and so badly was the traffic

handled that it was found" impossible to

shift the abundance of one province to ma^l^e

good the lack of food in another. That the

bureaucratic officials should have wilfully

hung up supplies so that the people went

hungry is almost incredible, for even they
must have known that a starving populace

inevitably takes the law into its own hands

in the end, but undoubtedly in the eager-
ness for personal gain, they brought about

a situation which, when they recognised the

danger, they were powerless to remedy. The
food difficulty still remains, although the

immediate want has been supplied by the

raiding of the granaries of the profiteers.

It is only a question of organisation before

abundant food is everywhere available ;
but

if there is any delay in bringing it to the

people, the new Government will have to

suffer for it.

Finland.

Finland will no doubt be a more imme-

diate problem than Poland, as whilst both

Finns and Poles want entire autonomy, it

is in the immediate power of the Russian

rulers to grant it to the former ;
but nothing

very definite could be done for the latter

until the end of the war. When a couple
of weeks ago the Swedish Prime Minister

announced that a situation had arisen which

was charged with the gravest dangers for

Sweden, many wild guesses were made as to

what he meant. It is pretty clear now that

he was referring to the Russian crisis, for

the Swedes lived in dread of their great

neighbour. Although Finland has been part

of the Russian Empire for more than a cen-

turv the Swedes have ever looked upon it

as a lost province, with, indeed, even more

cause than the French have looked on
Alsace-Lorraine, which, after all, was at

one time German. The Finnish question is

to Russia much what the Irish question
has been to England. Successive Tsars
have sought to deprive the Finns of the
liberties they were granted when, in 1809,
their country was finally annexed to Russia.
The Russian language was forced on the

people, and Russian officials overran the

country. Nicholas II. promulgated a new
military law soon after his accession, which
aimed at incorporating the Finnish forces in

the Russian army, whilst further steps were
taken to override the Finnish Diet. Mat-
ters culminated in 1905, when Flinland
went ' ' on strike,

' ' and quickly forced the
Russian Government to give way. My
father was in Helsingfors during the riot-

ing, and was able to be of inconsiderable
assistance in putting the views of the Finns
before the Emperor. Not only was the Diet
allowed to meet again, but it was permitted
to remodel the constitution. Universal suf-

frage was brought in, and women, for the

first time, were elected members of Parlia-

ment and took their seats in the Diet. Un-

fortunately, though, some three years be-

fore the outbreak of the present war there

was further friction, and efforts were made
to curtail the power of the Diet and over-

ride its decisions. Some of its more promi-
nent members were banished to Siberia.

Sweden Waits and Watches.

That the Finns will seize the present

opportunity to secure their rights is certain.

In theory they have been a self-governing

community within the Empire, their onlly
link with Russia proper being the Tsar,
who was their hereditary Grand Duke.
Their laws, constitution, religion and liber-

ties remained as they were before they en-

tered the Empire, and the Tsar of that day
(Alexander I.) solemnly undertook to re-

cognise and uphold fhem. No Finnish

delegates are elected to the Russian Duma,
and the Finns have nothing whatever to say
in the Government of Russia. What the

Finns desire is to revert to the conditions of

a centurv ago, when they were virtually
an independent republic, acknowledging
the Tsar as suzerain. Supposing Russia es-

tablishes a republican form of government,
would Finland become a separate State en-

tirelv, or would it share in the control of

the Russian Empire? Without trviag to

probe into the future we can confidently
assert that the present is an opportunity to

win real freedom the Finns will not fail

^
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to take every advantage of. One would

imagine that Sweden stands ready to help
them should occasion arise.

The Polish Difficulties.

The Finnish problem, though perhaps
more urgently demanding settlement, is

simplicity itself, compared to the Polish.

The Poles have always been their own worst

enemies. Brave, they are, and of a higher
civilisation than the Russians, but they
have ever quarrelled amongst themselves,
and it is this unfortunate bickering which
had kept them in subjugation. When the

war broke out it , was welcomed by the

Polish leaders much as a quarrel .amongst
their guards would be welcomed by pri-

soners, but if the prisoners, instead of sid-

ing with one or other of their keepers, or

making good their escape at once, remain
on the spot wrangling concerning the best

method to adopt to secure their freedom,
the opportunity passes and does not return.

When Austria, Germany, and Russia went
to war the Poles, by united action, could

undoubtedly have won a large measure of

autonomy. But instead of following a set-

tled line of policy the Poles showed divided

councils. Some joined one side, some the

other, and many remained neutral. In the

end we see their country entirely in the

hands of the Teutonic Powers, and they
themselves being bribed by promises of in-

dependence on condition they raise an army
to help their latest conquerors. On the

other side the Tsar offered t'hem self-gov-
ernment if thev would stand true to him.

When the Grand Duke Nicholas compelled
the evacuation of Poland, as he retired,

millions of these folk wandered aimlessly

along the roads into Russia, many fallling

by the wayside. It is estimated that at

least 10,000,000 men, women and children

were swept away from Poland and the

other western provinces, and that some

2.000,000 of them died on the road to

Russia. This unwilling migration certainly
embittered the Poles against the Russians,

and it has now been generally recognised
that the military advantages of denuding
the country before the advancing enemy
were but slight compared to the disadvan-

tages arising from t'he resentment of the

deportees and the food and other prob-
lems raised in Russia itself by t'he sudden
influx of these millions of totally unpro-
vided- for people. I have mentioned this

forced exodus because it makes more diffi-

cult than ever the settling of the Polish

question.

The Treatment of the Jews.

Involved in that problem is the Jewish
question, too. It is a curious and unwel-

come fact that in Russia only the Jews love-

tihe Jews. It is true that the Liberals have
more or less championed their cause, but
for political reasons and because they
realise that nO nation can be truly great
that does not treat aill its members fairly,

not because they love the Jew. Whilst
there are many Jewish leaders who have
won high regard in Russia, there is no
doubt that the bulk of fhem have pushed
their own narrow interests whenever they^

got the chance, to the detriment of the

larger dernocratic interests of those who
were fighting for them. In fact the-

Liberals—at any rate in pre-war days
—

did not regard the Jews as good allies.

Still the manner in wbidh they have hither-

to been treated in Russia explains their

narrowness, for so little was granted them
that they were obliged to look after them-

selves without much regard for others, also-

shouldering their way along the straight
and difficult path which leads to political

liberty. The persecutions of the Jews were

usually carried out by the bureaucracy, the

peasants themselves taking little part, and,
with the disappearance of the ancient re-

gime, the outlook for the Jews should be

vastly better. The abolition of the pale

may result in their permanent withdrawal
from Poland, which would certainly help
solve that thorny problem. The Poles,

when they had the power, did not treat

the Jews well, and they resent all outside

interference in the matter, insisting that the

Jewish question, so far as Poland is con-

cerned, is a matter of purely internal in-

terest which must be left for them to deal

with as they see fit. In Galicia, wlhere the

Poles are virtually self-governing, they
have demonstrated themselves lacking in

any desire to permit the Ruthenians to share

in the control of the province, although the

latter are almost as numerous there as the

Poles themselves. There is no doubt what-

ever, though, that the Polish, Finnish and

Jewish questions are far nearer solution

now 'that a Liberal and democratic Govern-

ment is in power in Russia.

Prince Lvoff and the Zemstvos.

The making of Prince Lvoff Prime Min-

ister is one of the most reassuring things
about the whole movement, for he has the

Zemstvos solid behind him, and is probably
the most trusted man in Russia to-day. He
is an aristocrat but not a bureaucrat, and

long ago separated himself from fhe narrow
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A RU&ISIAN FIELD KITCUKX AT WORK.

class policy of the 'late regime. He saw in

the Zemstvos the foundation of an organi-
sation for the salvation of Russia. The
Zemstvos are the local provincial self-gov-

erning bodies of the great Empire. They
have been united in what is called the

Zcfnsky Sayuze, of which Prince I.voff is

head. Since the war began the Sayuze and
the Zemstvos have mightily increased in

power, and at their headquarters, in a long
low building in Moscow, t'he true heart of

Russia can be heard throbbing. It was there

that the real brain of Russia was too, for

beneath its roof had been gathered together
all the most talented men of the Empire,
come to give their best for their country.

There with an utter absence of red tape a

mightv business organisation "has been cre-

ated for the mobilisation of Russia's vast

resources for the service of the army. There
in very truth Russia found herself.

Right at the beginning of the struggle
Prince Lvoff and the other Zemstvo leaders

offered to take charge of military sanita-

tion and medical matters. Their offer at

first refused, was finally accepted, although
it was specified that no Zemstvo doctors or

nurses should be allowed in the field hos-

pitals near the froait. Soon, however, this

prohibition was withdrawn, \he terrible car-

nage having forced the Government to ac-

cept all the help it couild get. A year ago
the Zemstvos had fifty splendidly equipped
hospital trains, and supported 170,000 beds
for wounded soldiers. The War Office, at

that time, supported by 90,000 and, the

Russian Red Cross took care of 40,000.
The municipalities have 70,000. It is a

fact worth bearing in mind that the ma-

jority of Russia's wounded have been cared
for and nursed by the people themselvles,

not by military nurses and doctors. The re-

sult of that we may be seeing to-day. The
Zemstvos committee have taken charge of
the supply of medical necessaries, afl of

which have to be imported via Vladivostok

or through Sweden. It distributes them to

all the hospitals throughout Russia.

The Peopis Care fcr the Army.

Next the committee asked to be allowed
to help in feeding the army, and was

promptly refused ;
but soon things became

•so bad that its help was accepted, and the

Zemstvos were entrusted with the feeding of
all the sappers in the armies. This they
did without any Government intermediary,
and later thev organised a force of sappers
of their own for the digging of trenches

behind the first line. Soon they had taken

over the feeding of all soldiers en route

to or from the front, and finally they un-

dertook to supply the clothes the soldiers

need. Practically all the shoes and boots

worn by the Russian soldiers are made by
their brothers, sisters, and fathers and

mothers. Boots and garments are made in

the homes of the peasants ; thev are not

turned out in great factories. Even bombs
and hand grenades are made at home. The
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POSSIBLE FRONTS THE GERMANS MAY TAKE UP.
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f-Zemstvt»^^©mmi*tie«;-4ws^^ the growth
of co-operative societies all over fhe coiin-

trv. and it is said that alrendv the male

meml)ership is 12,000,000. These concern

themsehes with dairy produce, the making
of linen, formerlv imported from Great

Britain, and many other activities. The

general organisation of the nation has been

carried out by the leaders of the Zemstvos,

and their chief has now been called to or-

ganise t'he whole Empire for victory. He is

better fitted than any other man for the

mightv task. Mr. Mason, who recently

visited Russia and wrote a most interesting

series of articles on internal conditions

there, thus describes the effect of the

Zemstvo movement on the country :
—

Thousands of Russians who never had a

chance at public life before are gettrngr it

now through the union of the Zemstvos, the

co-operative societies and the general organ-

ising of a nation in arms. The army is get^

ting to know the people, and the people is ;

getting to know the army as never beforel'

The soldier who is fed, clothed, washed and
nursed bv representatives of the people will

be likely to shoot high if ever he is directed

to suppress a popular rising ; nay, will he not

be likelv to lend his own strength to any
organised effort vital to the welfare of the

people that are to-day caring for him? Ter-

rible as it is in its most palpable forms, this

war may be a good thing for Russia. It is a

turning point in Russian history. Through
it the heart of Russia has learned to know
the brain and feed it. and the brain of Russia
has learned to know the heart and direct it.

A forecast which the events of the last few

days have proved to be quite correct.

The German Withdrawal.

The long accounts of the British and
French advance in the west, which are now

appearing daily in the papers, prove quite

conclusi\-ely to all except those w-ilfully

blind that all our men are doing is to

occupy territory already abandoned by the

enemv. There is no question whatever of a

mightv offensive or a stern battle. The

only engagements which have taken place
are those with the German rearguards

—-that

is to say, with trcK>ps whose sole function is

to delay our advance when this begins in

any way to pres^ on the retiring armies of

the enemy. Their, business is to fight and
then run away, though not infrequently our

impetuous assaults cut off their escape. Rea-

lising, however, the function of a rear-

guard, we need not place too much faith in

the accounts of fierce, ftghting, and the cap-
ture of positions stubbornly held. The

enemy naturally are not going to hold posi-

tions, far in advance of the selected battle

line to which they are retiring, any longer

than is necessary to check our pursuit for a

few hours when this proves too rapid and

begins to interfere with the ordered retire-

ment which is being systematically carried

out. That this withdrawal has been long

preparing is evidenced by the thorough
manner in which the enemy are destroying

roads, bridges, railways and villages, and

by the fact that although millions of sol-

diers must be concerned, our captures can
be numbered in hundreds only.

Where is the New Line to be?

There is much speculation naturally con-

cerning the extent of the German retirement.

Is it merely an evacuation of the two

salients, known respectively as Bapaume
and Soissons, or is it more than that ? Will
the enemy in fact not halt until they reach

what is known as the Meuse line? The

accompanying map shows the lines which

may be taken up, although of course the

topography of the country will determine

the exact front Elected on whichever

line is finally adopted. A mere evacuation
of the two salients would leave the enemy
on a line rimning roughly from Arras to

St. Quentin, thence t6 Laon, on to the pre-
sent front at Croanne. If St. Quentin has
Ix^en abandoned, as seems to be suggested
by the cables, then the line would run east

of that place, but still west of Cambrai.
The abandonment of this last town, impor-
tant centre as it is, would be surprising, but
if the Germans do leave it they would prob-

ably also withdraw further north to Douai,
Another possible line would run more or

less straight from Douai to Rethel on the

Aisne, and would follow that stream Up
to the Argoiine Forest, through which the

opposing trenches have run for over two

years. If the retirement is to the Meuse,
the . Germans will be found entrenched

along that river from Verdun to Mezieres,
from which place their front would approxi-

mately parallel the Belgian frontier to

Lille. Retreat to the Meuse line would
mean the evacuation of almost all the

French territory originallv seized by the in-

vaders. It is possible that the Germans

might run their new front to Arras instead

of to Lille, so important is that city, but
if they did so they would leave a salient,

Lille-Arras-Cambrai, iutting into the Eng-
lish lines which would prove a vulnerable

spot. By withdrawing to the Meuse, the

enemy would apparently shorten the front

to be defended by at least sixty miles, prob-

ably by 100, for the new front would be

fairly straight, whereas the old was of a

somewhat snakey formation. It is roughly
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reckoned that it required 10,000 men to

hold a mile of front. The Germans have,

we know, managed with less, thanks to the

perfection of their railway communications
and the mimber of their machine guns, but

obviously a 100 mile reduction will mean
a saving of well over 500,000 men. who
could be available for special service

wherever wanted.

What Does It All Mean?

What everyone wants to know of course

is why the Germans are withdrawing. Any
number of reasons have been advanced to

explain the present movement, but many are

contradictory, and the majority are specu-
lative. We are told, for instance, that the

enemy are falling back, but to spring again
and overwhelm the armies of France and
Britain in the open. It is asserted that the

retirement is a subtle scheme of Hinden-

burg's to upset all our plans for offensive

this spring. Others hold that shortage of

men has compelled the withdrawal

and others again insist that our new
heavv artillery has made the old

front entirely untenable. With re-

gard to the first assumption it is

highly improbable that von Hindenburg in-

tends to lure us on with the object of

catching us in a trap. Had that been the

object of the retirement it would have been

necessary for the Germans to have retained

some ''jumping off" place, to have an-

chored themselves to certain spots, leaving
them as great promontories jutting out into

the sea of pursuit which would storm

past them. From these points of vant-

age they would launch their millions

when the tide of the British and

French advance had gone far enough
behind them. There is no evidence

whatever that any attempt has been made
to create any such salient or salients as the

enemy fell back. We may, I think, entirely
dismiss the possibility of a general fight in

the open unless the retirement is to be to the

Meuse line. If the Germans are prepared
to go as far back as that, then a great open
battle might easily take place. Certainly
the Germans have had plenty of practice in

that sort of warfare in the east, whereas

our new armies have been trained chiefly
with a view to trench fighting.

Our Offensive Postponed.

It is self-evident that the enemy with-

drawals must upset any particular plans
made bv the British General Staff for an

offensive this spring. For a drive against
the tremendously strong defensive works in

the west to be successful great preparations

are required. Guns must be .massed m
great quantities, ranges must be accurately

gauged, the whole plan of operations must
be exhaustively worked out. The with-

drawal of the enemy forces us on to un-

known ground, will leave us, when it 'has

ended, up against the strongest sort of trench

defences in country thoroughly surveyed by
our foes, which has been denuded of natural

cover prepared by them—that is to say, for

us to operate in. That being the case, our

offensive must inevitably be postponed until

we can overcome the special difficulties the

Germans will have thrown in our way until

we can regiment our forces, adapt our

weapons to the new conditions. But it will

be at once objected, as the object of our

spring offensive was to drive back the Ger-

mans, we have already obtained that object
without having to sacrifice thousands of

lives and fire millions of shells, thanks to

the enemy retirement we are now witnessing.
There is considerable truth in that, provid-

ing always that the aim of the anticipated
drive was merely to push back the foe, not

to break clean through his defences at a

certain spot and force, a rapid retreat,

which our leaders counted on turning into

an enemy debacle.

Time—Oh Whose Side?

Now, to push back here and there, as we

pushed back after six months' furious fight-

ing on the Somme. would not win us the

war. It would merely further demonstrate
the deadlock unbreakable. Our spring

offensive, to be successful, would have had
to break through and force a headlong
flight. By retiring, as they are doing, the

Germans certainly greatly postpone the de-

livery of an Allied hammer stroke against
their front, probably put off a successful at-

tempt on our part to smash clean through
their line for another year. That would
not matter much really, and we could re-

gard this present retirement as in very truth

a mighty victory for us, providing time still

fights on our side. If it does, then every

square mile abandoned by the foe is a dis-

tinct gain to us, urings nearer the inevi-

table, if distant, victory. If, however, it

does not, but rather favours the enemy, then

the withdrawal to new positions prepared
during the last year by the German General

Staff, with all the experience gained from

twenty -eight months of trench warfare, can

hardly be looked on as an immense success

for our arms. It all depends upon whether
the Allies or the Germans can, from an
economic point of view% best manage to

carry on the war for two or three years

longer.
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Saving liffdti.

The withdrawal may be forced on the

Germans by lack of men, yet that is not

very probable, because during the last few

months the losses cannot have been very

heavy. It is now agreed that the big guns
won victory over the Roumanians, and the

recent combing out of eligibles, together
with the youths who during the last year
have reached military age, has not im-

probably increased the armies of the Cen-
tral Powers by considerably over a million

men, so that, even allowing for heavy losses

during 191 6, there are likely more soldiers

with the colours to-day than there were
twelve months ago. In our last number I

showed that the withdrawal from the

Bapaume salient had been rendered neces-

sary, thanks to our successful efforts on the

Somme, and indicated that it w'as not im-

probable that this evacuation might be fol-

lowed by the abandonment of the Soisson^
salient as well. The withdrawal from tliese

two salients then may be accounted to. by
inability to hold them without grave d:(hg, :

of eventual disaster, but, if the enemy re-

tire from a large tract of territory behind
these salients as well, then the desire to

hold the w^est front with fewer men must
have been ^ contributing cause when the

German leaders decided on withdrawal.

They could defend a Meuse line, for in-

stance, with far few^er men. It would be
much nearer their bases of supplies, and
the "army of shock" could be more

quickly and easily hurried to the defence of

any threatened spot than has been the case
with the old front, which it must be re-

membered was hastily taken up, was not

carefully chosen as the new one will cer-

tainly have been.

The Old Line a iVIakesiiift.

The line which has held for two years
was selected hurriedly w^hen the Germans
retreated before the victorious armies of
France. It was an improvised affair, a

makeshift, which, although greatly streng-
thened as the months went by, was still a

make-shift, not a front which military ex-

perience would have chosen as ideal. Even
Hilaire Belloc has publicly recanted his

first assertion that the Germans were care-

fully preparing the Aisne line whilst they
flung their armies towards Paris. When
they were defeated at the Mame they re-

treated hastily and dug in furiously at the
first place which offered a fairly suitable

defence against the oncoming French. Had
Joffre been able to throw- strong forces

against these improvised defences the

moment he came up to them, he would

probably have stormed right through, and
the deadlock line would have been built

much further east.
, However, the French

generals were unaware of the strength of
the enemy positions, their men, were ex-

hausted, and the chance slipped through
their fingers. I have touched on this at

some length, in order to show that, by
w-ithdrawing to another defensive front, as,

perfect as military science working carefully
and at leisure has been able to make it, the
Germans will be able to hold their new
western line with far fewer men than were

required for their old front. If then, the
retirement has as object the releasing of a

great ruamber of soldiers, the natural ques-
tion we want answered is,

" Where do the

enemy intend to use them?"

The Paris Dream Abandoned.

Last year the Germans compelled us to

postpone our offensive until too late in the
season by their furious assault against Ver-
dun. This year they have forced us to post-

pone our mighty drive, with small loss to

themselves, by retiring to another front.

Will they then utilise the time gained in

order to strike a furious blow in some other

theatre, or will they launch a great attack

against British or French before these can

properly consolidate their new positions,,
which must necessarily be on ground of Ger-
man choosing. I hardly think we need ex-

pect assault in the west. The enemy can-

not hope now to trap and utterly defeat the

armies of either Britain or France, as at

different times they have the Russian and
the Roumanian, and the withdrawal sho^s

clearly enough that they have given up all

dreams of getting to Paris or driving

through to Calais. All they can apparently

hope to do in the west is to hold us com-

pletely at bay, and, the retirement having
interrupted our preparations for the great

drive, will probably content themselves

with sitting down and waiting for us to

throw ourself against their new defences.

Naturally, they would indulge in minor

offensives, the only object of which would
be to delay our arrangements for assaults

at given spots, but it would indeed be sur-

prising if any mighty drive by the Germans
materialises on the west front during 1917.

Where will the Blow Fall?

If that reasoning be right, where then

will the enemy stroke fall ? It is of course

inconceivable that the German army chiefs

will fail to utilise the new army the retire-
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OROSiSING THE DANUBE.
Roumanian troops retreating from the northern Dobrudja to the left bank of the great river.

ment will give them, to the full, but where

will it be used? In Italy, in Russia, in

Roumania, in the Balkans or in Turkey?
No one in Australia can possibly say, but

of one thing we may be quite certain,

wherever the blow does fall it will be a

furious one, intended to bring quick results,

not merely to keep opposing forces occu-

pied. It is certainly unlikely that many
German troops would be used in Turkey,
but it is inevitable that all the Ottoman
soldiers now in Europe will be hastily

withdrawn and rushed to Asia Minor to en-

deavour to check the Anglo-Indian and
Russian advance in Mesopotamia and Ar-

menia. No doubt German commanders and

a stiffening of Teutonic soldiers will go
with them, for the presence of Allied forces

at Badgad, with its threat of cutting Tur-

key in twain, vitally endangers the Ger-

man dream of the creation of an Empire in

the Orient, strikes at the root of the Drang
Nach Osten policy, the realisation of which

has now become the principal aim of the

German leaders, is, indeed, the chief

stumbling block in the way of peace. The
withdrawal of the Turks will force the Ger-

mans to replace them with some of the men
saved from the western front, but a great

army would still be left available.

Russia Un-get-at-able.

Von Hindenburg has, apparently, always
urged that Russia should be strongly at-

tacked, holds, at least so we are informed,
that victory can only be won in the east.

Russia is, however, so un-get-at-able, so in-

\ulnerable, that it is difficult to see how

even the most successful ix)ssible campaign

against the Muscovites could end the war,
or even greatly advantage the enemy.
True, sucii an onslaught, at the present

moment, might have far-reaching political

result, might, because of the position

created by the coup d'etat materially hasten

the end of the war. An offensive in the

eastern theatre, though, would be a poli-

tical, not a military, move, and it depends

upon local developments in Russia whether

it would pay the enemy to embark on it or

not. The same conditions control the pos-

sibility of an attempt against Russia on the

Roumanian front. The enemy have reached

and entrenched themselves securely on the

Sereth line, and there can now be little ad-

\antage to them to try and reach the Pruth.

If they do so, their ultimate object would

be Odessa, but, from a . purely military

point of view, the loss of that great port
would not seriously cripple Russia. When
we come to the Balkans we quickly find that

the only danger to Bulgaria, and therefore

to Germany, lies in the presence of Italians

on the peninsula. Although we have never

been given the exact number of men Sar-

rail has under his command, his inaction,

when the Bulgarians were assisting the Ger-

mans to overrun Bessarabia and the Dob-

rudja, shows clearly enough that he had not

enough to attempt anything in the nature of

a diversion. Equally obvious is it that

Italy, after the Rome conference, took a

hand, and, owing to her intervention, the

Greeks quickly submitted to Allied de-
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inands. ,If the Italians intend to enter

vigorously on a Balkan campaign, they can

seriously threaten the road from Constan

linople to Berlin, but no other Power,
France, England or Russia, could do so.

Therefore, if there is real danger to the

(|uadruple Alliance in the Balkans, German

high command would obviously counter it

from the Trentino, not by sending troops
to the peninsula itself.

Italy the Probable Objective.

This process of elimination brings us

finally to Italy. To arrive at any just esti-

mate of the possibility of an enemy offen-

sive against our Latin Ally,, we must ascer-

tain what advantages would come to the

Germans if they were successful, what dan-

ger at present threatens them in that quar-
ter. I have already touched on the possi-
bilities in the Balkans. In addition, the

Italians seriously threaten Trieste, and, if

they won the place, would be in a position
to cripple Austrian activity in the Adriatic

by striking across the Pola peninsula to

Fiume. Only there are the Central Powers
at all seriously endangered by Italian

activity. But to defend Trieste, to hold
the long frontier which bends in a great
400 mile arc from the Gulf of Trieste to

the lake of Garda. Austria has to have a

;Comparati\ely large army. Even if there is

no immediate danger of Italian attack, the
men have to be there in case such should

sud(le!ily develoj). If it were possible to

use the soldiers liberated from the western
war tlieatre to dri\-e down from the Tren-
tino to Venice, not only would Trieste be

entirely freed from danger, but the front to

l)e .held against Italy would be reduced by
no less than 350 miles. Last year the
Austrians carried out a big offensive from
the Trentino, but the object of that drive
was to relieve, the pressure against Gorz,
rather than to get through to Venice. Yet
that offensive, though made with insuffi-

cient men, to make way against the Italian
armies concentrated at the foot of the Alps,
nevertheless showed that a drive in force
towards the Venetian plain might win suc-

cess. The Italians of course have had
their lesson, and we may assume have made
entirely adequate provision of the rough
reception of any enemy force which may be
hurled against them from the mountains, no
matter how formidable and numerous were
the troops employed. All the same, a de-
liberate campaign against Italy, carried out
as von Hindenburg and von Mackensen
carried out those against Russia and Rou-

mania, would obviously be a dangerous
thing.

The Italians Should be Ready.

The main Italian armies are presumably
camped in Venetia, and on the Carso plain,

waiting the coming of spring to make the
final effort needed to win Trieste. A for-

midable enemy offensive from Trieste," fob-

lowed immediately by the appearance of a

great army in the Trentino passes, would
create a situation full of danger. The
Austrian army hammering away on the
Carso plain, and all along the Isonzo front,
would have to be held in check, and, at the
same time, forces would have to be concen-
trated against the enemy storming down
from the Trentino. If the defences on
either of these fronts were penetrated by
the foe the danger to the army which held
would obviously be great, for, owing to the

geographical position of Venetia, it is

peculiarly open to attack, whilst there is

always the danger that an entire army might
be trapped on its plains. Only forty miles

separated Venice from the Austrian fron-

tier. Once the enemy covered those miles
and reached the sea, ^11 the Italian forces

in Venetia would be at their mercy. The
danger is so very obvious that we should be

quite confident that all the necessary mea-
sures have long ago been taken to nullify it.

All the same, T think if the Germans do
embark on a great offensive anywhere, it

will be in the south rather than the west or

east. Even if success were to crown enemy
effort against Italy it does not by any means
follow that our Ally would be forced into a.'

separ^ite peace, or even be very seriously

crippled. Still, from the enemy point of

view, there would be such great military

advantages that even if no political ones

followed the venture would be well worth

embarking on.

The Glorious City Falls.

The Britis'h 'have crowned their second

campaign in Mesopotamia by the occupation
of Bagdad, the

''
Glorious City" of the

Turks. This capture was a brilliant achieve-

ment, all the more gratifying because of the

disasters which had hitherto dogged our

steps in the land of the twin rivers. Whilst

its possession is of some strategic value, the

greatest benefit we are likely to derive from

its capture is the effect this will have iij

the Islamic world. The actual entering of

the citv was easy enough, of course, for it

is an ''open town," but to get so quickly
within striking distance was indeed a not-

able achievement. The position is vastly
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different to what it was in November, 1915,
when General Townshend advanced from

Lajj to strike at Bagdad. He had at most

14,000 men wdth him. He had behind a

long line of communications practically mi-

guarded, and the only connection he 'had

with his main base was a treacherous, wind-

ing river 573 miles long. He had, it is

true, severely defeated the Turks, and was

following a fleeing army, but it was an

army falling back upon reinforcements, and
its leaders knew that, even if it did get
into the glorious city, the fate of the gal-
lant Anglo-Indian army was sealed, there

being no reinforcements anywhere avail-

able.

Depends on the Russians.

We have learned by past experience, and
have avoided the ghastlv blunders which

again and again occurred during the pre-
vious campaign. No longer does the in-

vading army rely solely upon a shallow^

winding river for the transport of men and

supplies. General Maude has a railway be-

hind him. Not only is communication now

rapid, but plentv of men are available.

Undoubtedly fhe danger of an enemy get-

ting behind the main force and cutting the

supply line has been eliminated by the

methodical clearing of the twin river, the

Euphrates, which parallels the Tigris to

the west. Bagdad cannot well be defended
and it was therefore imperative that the

army should at once push northwards and

prevent the massing of Turkish troops a,t

Samara, nor can that advance well stop
until Mosul be reached, the most important
militarv centre in that part of the world.

Even now, despite the brilliant manner in

which the Anglo-Indian armv has demon-

strated its efficiency, one would have some
doubts about its safety were it not for the

advance of the Russians from Persia, and
the presence in Armenia of a large Russian

army. The arrival of the British force in

the neighbourhood of Bagdad compelled the

Turks in Persia to fall back before the Rus-

sians. There is as yet no news of a Russian

advance from Armenia, but it is to be hoped
that will not be long delayed, for we may
be quite certain that the Turks and their

German advisers wdll gather a great army
together for the re-taking of Bagdad at the

earliest possible moment. Even if they
make no attempt to win back the city until

after the' floods are over, they are cer-

tain to concentrate a large force at Mosul in

order to check anv attempt on the part of

Russia to drive a way through to Alexan-

dretta.

The Turks Will Make Great Efforts.

The Turks are by no means a spent force,

in fact it is quite probable that they have

at this moment a better equipped army in

the field than ever before. The recall of

the troops sent to Europe to assist in the

TURKISH INT'ANTRY,
German trained and equipped, at a station in the Taurus Mountains, on the Bagdad ra-ilway.
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campaign against Roumania, and to help

guard the Russian' front, will further

strengthen them, and these men, too, will

bring back a knowledge of modern military

strategy which they will not be slow to use

against both Russians and British in Asia

Minor. To set down this obvious truth is

not in any way to detract from t'he brilliant

manner in which Bagdad was reached and

won, and it may well be that we will have

an immediate further success to chronicle.

Russians are slowly driving the Turks out

of Persia, and the line of retreat leads the

Sultan's beaten forces through the frontier

town of Khanikin. Already our cavalry is

approaching that place from Bagdad, and
it looks entireU" possible fhat the enemy
will be trapped there between Muscovite,
and Briton. Much depends, of course,

upon the strength of the Russians—their

slow advance suggests that thev are not in

great force—and upon whether the Turks
are coming down from Mosul to the rescue

of their fellows from Persia or are beirig

kept fully employed by the Russian army
pushing south from Bitlis.

At War, but Not an Ally.

Although there has not yet been any offi-

cial declaration of war between the Uinited

States and Germany, the arming of Ameri-
can merchantmen, as I pointed out last time
would inevitably be the case, has caused
what is practically a state of war to exist.

President Wilson, finding he had the exe-

cutive power to arm the ships, and knowing
that he had a practically unanimous Con-

gress behind him, proceeded to have guns
mounted on lx>ard merchantmen in Ameri-
can harbours. Although it is said that one
or more of these armed ships has sailed for

Europe, it is doubtful whether they haye
yet left port. Some are on the eve of

^oing though, even if they ha\-e not yet gone-
Meanwhile, the German U boats have sunk
American ships in the blockade area, with-
out warning, and American lives have been
lost. Dr. Wilson has called a special ses-

sion of Congress for April 2nd, and, unless
the unforeseen happens, will formally ask
that a declaration of war against Ciermany
be made. In our last number I explained
how it might be quite possible for the
United States to l)e at war with Germany,
yet not be allied with us, and that view is

now being pretty generally adopted. It is

obvious enough that the Americans are ex-

ceedingly loath to plunge into the struggle,
will endeavour in every possible way to

limit their activities to the safeguarding of

their sailors and ships on the high seas.

When we come to think over it, America
has little concern with the majority of those

things for w'hich the Allies are fighting. It

does not make much difference to the Ameri-
cans whether Poland, for instance, enjoys

autonomy under a Russian or an Austrian
ruler—they are not greatly concerned as to

who controls Turkey, so long as the Sultan
is forced to beha\-e himself by someone able
to exact obedience. Whether France gets
back Alsace-Lorraine or not will make no
difference whatever in the new world. In

fact, the United States would not have been

dragged into the struggle at all were it not

for the challenge to the freedom of the seas

which has been more loudly shouted by Ger-

many than by any other belligerent, al-

though, in the American view. Great Britain

has gone further than she had a right to do
if we may judge by the despatches from

Washington concerning the right of search

and the opening of American mails.

Armed Neutrality.

It was interference with her ships and
sailors which brought the United States into

war a century ago, and it is worth while

recalling the incidents which led up to the

break between. America and England, as it

is just 'possible that the United States, in-

stead of declaring formal war against Ger-

many, may resort to an armed neutrality

similar to that which preceded the war of
181 2. During the War of Independence
France and Spain went to war with Eng-
land, and so irksome did the restrictions

on neutral trade become, that the neutrals

formed an armed neutrality league. The
Powers concerned were Denmark, Prussia,

Austria, Sweden, Russia and Portugal.

They demanded the free passage of neutral

ships from port to port, and along the

coasts of combatant nations, the inviola-

bility of an enemy's goods in neutral ships—with the exception of such goods as were
contraband of war—and the exact defini-

tion of a blockaded port. This league did

what it could to enforce its demands by
vehement protestation and by convoying its

merchant ships. It was not, however,

strong enough in warships to force general

compliance, but the United States, Spain
and France gave it recognition, and it even

secured from England—then, as now, the

dominant sea power—considerable modifi-

cations in the matter of search and confis-

cation. Later, in the Napoleonic w^ars, the

United States was constrained to convoy its

ships, and, indeed, in order to protect its
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sea rights, the American Government broke

off diplomatic relations with France in

1798 and Congress authorised American

warships to capture French vessels guilty
of depredations on American commerce. As
a result actual naval engagements were

fought, though no formal declaration of

war was ever made. After a year of it the

French Go\ernment backed down.

An Awkward Possibility.

In 181 2. after strongly protesting to

Great Britain concerning the manner in

which American ships were stopped and

searched, and American subjects, formerly
Britishers, were forcibly taken from

amongst the crews, the United States de-

clared war in order to protect her interests.

It may be that on this occasion the Ameri-

cans will content themselves with arming
their merchantmen and convoying them
across the Atlantic, holding themselves jus-

tified in sinking any German submarine that

ventured to approach them. Supposing they
do this, a somewhat complicated and inter-

esting situation might well arise. At pre-
sent every American ship is either taken
into British harbours for examination or is

searched on the high seas. Almost invari-

ably the former course is adopted. As
shown by Secretary Lansing's protest, and
the Briti.sh reply, all mails whether for or

from America, carried on American or neu-

tral ships, are opened and examined in

Great Britain. What, one wonders, would
be the attitude of a British commander
whose (hity it was to bring every ship he
met into port, when he came across an
American mail boat bound for Holland and

convoyed by an American warship? If the

captain of the convoying vessel gave an as-

surance that no contraband was being car-

ried, would the British ship demand the

right to search through the mails, a right
the Americans assert is not given by inter-

national law. No doubt the good sense of

the two Governments would settle the mat-

ter, but it is one of those difficult problems
which might well arise at any moment. It

is probable that this question of the free-

dom of the seas may be one of the chief

causes which would prevent the United
States allying herself with the Entente even
if she declares war against Germany, for

such adhesion would give tacit approval to

Allied practice in the matter of search and

seizure, against which the American Govern-
ment has again and again protested.

GENERAL LYAUTEY.
Former Governor of Morocco, who was ap-

pointed War Minister 'n Pra-nce recently, and
whose resignation precipitated th6 French
political crisis.

Political Crisis in France.

The resignation of the Frendh War Min-

ister, Generail Lyautey, precipitated a poli-
tical crisis and resulted in the fall of Aris-

tide Briand, the clever statesman, who has

been in charge of the destinies of Franca
almost since the war began. He has been

succeeded by the Grand Old Man of French

politics, M. *Ribot, but most of his col-

leagues remain in the Cabinet. In ordinary
times a change in the French Government
means little or nothing. It is indeed anti-

cipated every few months
;

but at a time

like this it has considerably more signifi-

cance. Naturally, we are all attempting to

discover the reason for the upset of Briand,
who had shortly before obtained an almost

unanimous vote of coiiifidence in his War
Cabinet. The reason may perhaps be found
in M. Ribot's declaration of policy. He^™
said that the question cf the high com-i^Bj
mand in France 'had given rise to many de-^^^^

bates, but that it had now been definitely
settled. The Government, he said, was to

be master of all that concerns the organisa-
tion and maintenance of the armies, but

when it has chosen a leader it will leave

him complete freedom for the strategic con-

ception, preparation and direction of opera-
tions. From this one would certainly

gafher that the difficultv has been over the
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selection of a
. CQ$p|nander-in-dhief who

would agree to ''t>ow to^'^^^p^^ control to

some extent. Apparently the commander
has not yet been chosen, and it is certainly
somewhat unfortunate that at a time of

crisis like this, when, for the first time,

the enemy takes a step backwards, there

should be no commander-in-chief in charge
of the French armies.

The Food Question in Britain.

Across the Channel, too, matters are not

quite as happy as they might be. Lloyd
George was made Prime Minister to win the

war, but he has had to devote himself very

largely to matters of domestic concern. The
food qii^stion, the labour question, the

Irish question, all clamour for immediate
settlement. So far as the food shortage
is concerned, the matter is well summed up
by

"
Agricola," in T/ic English Review.

He says :
—"

Owing to the steady drain-

age of labour from the land, the difficulty
of the farmers' position and the uncer-

tainty of the future, the coming harvest will

be the worst for a generation
—

apart from
the influence of the w^eather. The lack of
labour for the last two years has resulted

in an increasing foulness of the soil vVhich

will prove detrimental in 191 7, and for

many years to come." He points out that

although when he wrote it was already
February, the vast body which was to or-

ganise agriculture was not in working
order, yet to really affect a har\"est work
must be started at least eighteen months
ahead. It is possible to create a new army
in a few months, to order and get gigantic

supplies of shells at short notice, but you
cannot 'hurry nature. If you fail to plough
and prepare the land at the right time you
cannot overtake vour crop until the next

season comes round.

Worlters and Soldiers.

Lord Devonport, food controller, has

urged the people to put themselves on vol-

untary rations, but whilst the response has
been good it will certainly not be good
enough to prevent the introduction of sugar,
bread and meat tickets. Those who volun-

tary ration themselves will certainlv urge
fhat compulsory rationing be adopted, for

to see others gorging whilst going hungry
oneself is a most exasperating business, and
one which will soon compel the adoption of
forced rationing. The poor are, of course,

already on short measure, for the prices of
food are too high for their slender purses.
Butter from 2s. to 2s. 6d. per lb., eggs 4jd.

each, meat 2s. per lb., sugar 5d. per IhjV,

and almost unobtainable, coal 50s. a ton,
and fetch it yourself, tell their own tale.

There is a great shortage of potatoes, and
that lack is not likely to be remedied for

four months or so, when the heavy crdp;
which has been planted all over England be-

gins to be dug. Mr. Bonar Law publicly
stated that the military authorities would
have to recognise that an agricultural
labourer was sometimes of even greater
\alue than a soldier, which shows that in the

fight that has been going on between the

War Office and the Board of Agriculture,
the Government is at long last siding with

the latter. It has been sell f-evident all

along that the miner, the ship-builder, the

ironworker and the agriculturist were doing
work just as valuable for the maintenance
of the Empire as was the man who donned
khaki. To seize every able-bodied man for

the army was, in the end, a foolish policy.
To some extent efforts were made to exempt
these workers, but apparently far too little

care was exercised in securing that enough
labour was left to raise the crops on which
the army and the people depend for susten-

ance.

Home Rule Again.

The Government has announced that it

intends to make yet another effort to settle

the Home Ruile question, but already great
bitterness is being shown by the Nation-

alists and the Ulstermen, not by any means
a happy augury for the success of the pro-

posed attempt. If this fails it would not

be at all surprising if a general election

were not precipitated; a most unfortunate

thing at this time. Mr. Lloyd George was

given 'his high office to achieve definite re-

sults. How long will the people give him
to get them ? The Imperial War Council

met in London, and every Dominion, ex-

cepting Australia, was wdl represented. It

is exceedingly unfortunate that there should

be no one to speak for the Commonwealth
in the Council Chamber of the Empire. It

would have been better to have deputed the

High Commissioner to attend fhan to have

had no one there at all. It is hardly pos-
sible for an Australian representative to^

reach London before August. Long before

then the main deliberation of the Confer-

ence will have been concluded.

Federal Politics.

The Federal elections are to be held on

May 5th, and the political fight in the

constituencies has begun. Mr. Hughes is
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to announce the Ministerialist policy at

Bendigo, on March 27th, and already the

Labour Party has issued its manifesto. The
chief thing in this declaration is the con-

tinued uncompromising opposition to con-

scription which the Party will maintain.

Obviously the Opposition Intends to make
conscription the issue, and it is difficult to

see how the Hughes-Cook combination will

l)e able to avoid it. Whether, like Mr.

Holman, Mr. Hughes will publicly and de-

fmitely renounce his adherence to that prin-

ci]>le, remains to be seen, but it is plain

enough that, if the Labour men insist that

the light is really over conscription, the

P'usionists, no matter how they mav protest

now, will feel, if they win the election, that

they have, in a wa\-, received a mandate
from the people authorising them to raise

men by compulsion. It is inconceivable

though to expect that men like Mr. Hughes,
Sir \\ illiam Irvine, Mr. Watt, and most of
the rank and file who last October asserted

that conscription was absolutely necessarv,
that Australia would be disgraced if she

failed to adopt it, and that they would be

utterly ashamed of their country if a
" No "

majority were cast, can six months later re-

pudiate all desire to bring in compulsory
service, if they get the chance. For them,
in April, 191 7, to finally abandon a prin-

ciple for which, in October, 19 16, they were

apparently willing to sacrifice their entire

political futures, even their lives, would
cause the electors to put only one construc-

tion on their actions. Naturally a good
democrat is determined to abide by the de-

cision of the people, but it would be ex-

traordinary to find men willing to still

guide the destinies of a disgraced country
of which they are utterly ashamed, without

making any attempt whatever to wipe away
that "disgrace." Until Mr. Hughes' policy

speech is available, little can be said con-

cerning the coming struggle. He himself is

standing for Bendigo, where his election is

practically certain.

The New South Wales Elections.

The Holman-Liberal Fusion in N.S.W.
has won the election, but returns to Parlia-

ment considerably weaker than it went to

the country. In the old Parliament there

were 61 Ministerialists and 29 Lalx)ur men.
In t'he new, as far as can be judged from

the incomplete returns, Mr. Holman's fol-

lowers will be reduced to 56, and the

Labour Party wild be increased to 34. Most
of those who have suffered defeat on the

Ministerial side are former Labourites who
were expelled from the party owing to their

advocacy of conscription. Thus it comes

about that the Liberal element is relativelv

stronger in the new Ministerial Party than
it was before the election, and is is fairly

apparent that Mr. Holman and his imme-
diate supporters have been swallowed b\-

the Liberal Party, and the old lines of

cleavage in the country will speedily be
much as they were before the outbreak of
the war. The Labour Party endeavoured
to introduce the conscription issue into the

campaign, but the strenuous denials of Mr.
Holman and his fellow-Ministers of anv
intention whatever of being parties to the

compulsory raising of troops, carried, no-

doubt, all the more con\iction in view of the
fact that the Parliaments of the States

have nothing whatever to do with the mat-
ter ; cannot either introduce conscription or

prevent its introduction. State elections arej
not much guide as to how the people will

vote in a Federal contest. In fact, the onlv

instructive thing is to compare the aggre-

gate votes cast for both sides throughout
the whole State. Even that does not giv(
much clue, as it is difficult to correctly ap
portion the vote in uncontested constituen

cies or to ascertain exactly how the largt-

independent vote should be allocated..

Roughly, excluding this last and omiting^
the uncontested seats, the Ministerialists

have a majority of 43,000 on a poll of

530.000. As apparently conscription was
not at all a live issue that majority is

hardlv large enough to give the Federal
Ministerial Party great hope of winning the

Senate seats in N.S.W. The election was.

rather unexpected. Mr. Holman harl

secured permission to extend the life ot

Parliament, and the sudden decision to

hold an election, therefore, gave the Minis-
terialists the advantage in preparation, as

they must have been aware of the Govern-
ment's intentions, whereas the Opposition,
was lulled into the belief that no election

would take place for some time.

Henry Stead, Clyde House, Melbourne.
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HISTORY IN CARICATURE.

Oh, wad some Power the giftie gie us

i To see oursels as ithers see us.—Burns,

\

One of the finest of American cartoonists

passed away when Mr. Bradley died early

this year. His last drawing is reproduced

on this page. Five days after completing

it he passed away. It is typical of his war

work, for all his recent cartoons have been

noted for their anti-militaristic spirit. He
abhorred war mainly l:)ecause it was the

sport of kings, and not a tribunal of tlie

people. But whilst he vigorously con-

demned war he preserved always a scrupu-

lous neutrality in his drawings of the great

struggle.

Another powerful cartoon of his will be

found on another page. In it he shows poor

Peace waiting for Justice to help her bear

away the body of suffering Europe. Dona-

hey, in The Cleveland Leader, shows Peace

and War engaged in a fatal game of chess,

on the ouicome of which depends the fate

of the world.

[Baltimore.Star.]

IT WILL TAKE SOME TIME TO FIT IT
TOGETHEK.

Peace :

" Now, wasn't this a nice game to wish
on me?"

Daily News.'] THE FINA-L ANSWER?
This was Mr. Bradley's last cartoon.

[Chicago.
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Herald.] [New York

THE KITE TH.AT FAILED.
Enlletiv.] [Sydney.

NOT ENOUGH TAIL.

Eagle [Brooklyn

THE TAIL OP A KITE.

The Passing Show.] [Ix)ndoii.

EMPrROR OP Austria :

" Hi ! You duffers don't
know how to do it ! Next time I'll fly that kit«
alone.'
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Daily Neu:s. SHE MU&T AVAIT FOR HELP [Chica.go.

It is interesting to note how universally to a premature grave by the failure
cartoonists have used the kite in connection airships against England,
with the Kaiser's peace proposals. Of the
four reproduced on the previous page, two
are American, one English, and orie Aus-
tralian. David Low's work is easily the

lost vigorous of the bunch.

T/ie Echo de Paris evidently believes the
^arn that aged Count Zeppelin was hurried

of his

! yyu— ^i

Eagle.]
lyOOSE AGAIN.

[Brooklyn.

Echo de Paris.
THE NIGHTMARE.

Zeppelin: "Oh, those wicked English, they-
have overcooked my sausages!"
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Westminster Gazette.J L'BSPRIT DE LA PRANCE. [Ix)ndon.

Shaxies of Ste. Jeanne d'Aro and Betrand du auesclin :

" Oe n'est pas le meme drapea-u
mais c'est la meme Patrie!"

The American papers treat the Mexican cable be true—that telling of General Obre-

mix-up with amusing candour. If the last gon joining Villa—then Carranza has been
reft of his last hope, and even his barrel

covering will not help him any longer.

Public Ledger.] [Philadelphia/.

A VOICE PROM THE GRAVE.
"
It is reported that Villa has written the

President, asking recognition."—News Note.
Eagle.

ALL HE HAS LEFT.
[Brooklyn..
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^l^'^

:p^^^

Fost-DUpiith.] !St. Ixjnis.

THE EGG KIN«.

The Americans being much concerned at

the sudden rise in the price of food, re-

olved to copy the Chinese, and institute a

'lx)ycott. The price of eggs having been

arbitrarily pushed up to extortionate heights

the housewives refused to buy them at all.

I'he result appears to have been that the

boycott blew out the food profiteers, who
were hoist by their own petard.

Some of the evidence given at the en-

quiry into the famous ''
Leak," which it

was asserted enabled certain people to make

huge fortunes on the eve of the President's

Peace Note, was of such a contradictory

character, that Kirby was quite justified in

his aartoon showing Ananias and Munchau-

sen ready to go into the witness lx)x also !
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THE GREAT WHITE TSAR.

Nicholas II. Interviewed b}^ W. T. Stead,

Seventeen years ago my father, W. T.

Stead, had several interviews with the Tsar

of Russia. The two first took place at

Livadia, in the Crimea, that lovely spot,

the private property of the Romanoffs

whither, it is reported, the self-deposed
Tsar has now betaken himself; the others

at Tsarskoe Selo, the official residence of

the Russian sovereigns, just outside Petro-

grad. 1 fortunately have the notes of these

interviews with me in Australia, although I

was not with my father when he visited

Tsarskoe Selo six months after his trip to

the Crimea, on which I accompanied him.

These four interviews were all primarily
connected with the first Peace Conference

which the Tsar had sunmioned. Father had
toured round Europe interviewing Kings
and Ministers, learning from them what

they thought of the Rescript and when he

saw the Tsar he told him the result of his

investigations. But his interviews were by
no means confined to the Peace Conference.

In season and out of season my father had

urged the establishment of better relations

between Russia and England. He had been

furiously attacked for his championship of
" barbarous Russia

' ' and her autocratic

Tsar, Alexander III. Had been accused

of being in the pay of Russia, of being a

spy in her interests. But slowly and surely
he had triumphed. One after the other lead-

ing men began to realise the advantages that

would follow friendly relations with Rus-

sia, but, even in 1898, when the call for a

Peace Conference went forth from the

northern capital, there were plenty of

people who roundly asserted that it was but

another dodge of the Russians to get a rise

out of Great Britain. How they did not

pretend to know, but of the fact they were
certain !

THE PEACE CRUSADE.

There was, in England at any rate, very
little enthusiasm for the effort whicU was

being made to make war less possible in

the future, and, after seeing the Emperor,
my father returned to England, via Con-

stantinople, Vienna and Rome, seized with

the need of rousing public opinion in the

matter. To do that he published a weekly
paper called War Against War, and ar-

ranged meetings all over the country urging

the need for the nations getting together to

limit armaments and to try and see whether

some beginning could not be made to settle

disputes by arbitration, instead of by the

sword. He addressed two and three meet-

ings daily for some eight weeks, and, in

addition, managed to bring out the Review
OF Reviews, and write special articles for

American papers, as well as keep an im-

mense daily correspondence going. He
broke down in the end, but, a few weeks

later, started for Russia, taking with him a

monster address to the Tsar signed by no
fewer than 160,000 representative Britons.

It was on this occasion that he went to

Tsarskoe Selo.

never published interviews.

Naturally the interviews he had with the

Tsar were not for publication, and much of

what passed will never appear in print, but,

after all these years it is, I think, permis-
sible to tell my readers something of what
was said, which, whilst betraying no con-

fidences, yet gives some insight into the

character of the man who has just abdi-

cated, enables us to have some idea of the

manner in which he viewed contemporary
affairs. As I have already mentioned, al-

though the Peace Conference was the occa-

sion of the interviews, my father did not

fail to discuss at length with the Tsar many
of the questions then at issue between Rus-
sia and Britain. Years before he had had
a long conversation with Alexander III., and
on that occasion drew up a memorandum
for his guidance in writing on Russo-British

aflairs of which the Emperor thoroughly

approved. My father was quite frank in

speaking to the old Emperor. He thus sets

down the causes which led up to that inter-

view :
—

A RUSSIAN AGENT !

It was not until 1888 that I first thought
it possible that I might have a good square
talk with the Tsar. I was then editor of

The Pall Mall Gazette, and by the vigorous
method in which I had championed the

Russian cause during the Penjdeh dispute
and afterwards, I had succeeded in estab-

lishing for myself a more or less recognised

position as a "Russian organ." I was
abused as a Russian agent, I was said to be
in the pay of the Russian Embassy, and, in
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short, I enjoyed the distinction of being

pelted by all the vituperative brickbats

which came handiest to those gentlemen who
did me the honour to disagree with me. I

need hardly say, at this time of day, that

these complimentary assertions were, well—
about as accurate as the majority of state-

ments which serve as the stock-in-trade of

the Russophobist. Ever since 1 first wielded

a pen as journalist, I had been the faithful

and resolute advocate of an Anglo-Russian
entente. I got my ideas on this subject

originally from Richard Cobden's political

writings when I was quite a boy, and I have

not departed from them a hair's-breadth

since. Nevertheless, although I had never

received any communication from the Rus-

sian Government, and although I had often

sought in vain even the most ordinary facili-

ties in the way of acquiring information, the

Ikitish Philistine got it firmly fiixed into his

thick head that in some way or other I was
the officious, if not the official, and inspired

organ of the Tsar.

CROSS-EXAMINING AN EMPEROR.

The more 1 reflected upon the conse-

uiences which might follow from this absurd

misconception of the actual state of things,
the more necessary it seemed that I should

make an effort to ascertain at first hand from
the Emperor himself the general drift of his

policy in all matters likely to affect the rela-

tions between the two Empires. The possi-

bility of altogether misleading British

opinion by putting forward my own ideas

of Russian policy, and having them accepted

instantly, despite all my disclaimers, as the

authoritative expression of the views of the

Russian Government, seemed to me to jus-

tify an attempt to ascertain directly from the

Emperor what his policy actually was. . . .

When I met Alexander III. 1 put the case

frankly before him, pointing out the danger
of having accorded to me a position to

which I had no claim, and suggesting that,

as I could not, despite all my disclaimers,

rid myself of being his English organ, it

would at least be safer if he could give me
more or less definite information as to what
were his ideas upon the questions which
were involved in the relations between Eng-
land and Russia. The Emperor thought a

little, and then said he considered the sug-

gestion reasonable.
"
What," he asked,

''
did I want to know?" ''

Everything," 1

replied, at which he smiled, and said,
'' Ask

what questions you please, and I will answer
them if I can." I availed myself of the

opportunity to the full, and the Emperor
was as good as his word. I asked, he an-

swered; and by the time that the interview

was over, I had received a comprehensive
and definite exposition, direct from the Em-
peror's own lips, of the policy he intended

to pursue in relation to all the questions in

which England was interested.

Sir Robert Morier, our then Ambassador
at St. Petersburg, speaking of this inter-

view, said that no Russian Emperor had
ever spoken so freely and fully upon all

questions of foreign policy to any English-
man, and, he added, that he could not con-

ceive of any circumstances better calculated

to secure absolute candour on the part of the

Tsar than those in which our interview took

place.

Alexander's guiding policies.

With the information thus obtained from
the supreme head of the Russian Govern-
ment my father was able to write much
more authoritatively than ever before.

When he met Alexander's son Nicholas II.,

he took this memorandum with him, and
the two went over it together, altering and

adding to it where needed. Although the

Alexander interview took place in 1888, the

Tsar then stated that he would welcome a
commercial treaty with England, and was
anxious that English capital and English

enterprise should be more largely diverted

to the Russian Empire in Europe and Asia.

He said further that Russia's traditional

policy had always been "
nearest neigh-

bours, fastest friends," and that therefore

any misunderstanding with Germany would
be regarded as a misfortune to be dispelled
as speedily as possible. That Russia's

friendliness with France was due to a de-

termination to preserve the European peace,
and that there was going to be no encourage-
ment of France to attack Germany in the

hope of winning back the lost provinces-
That if Russia, England and Germany
would but stand together, the peace of the

world would be secure, and to that end the

Tsar was steadily working. On the thorny

question of Constantinople the Tsar Alex-

ander asserted that Russia did not intend

to take any isolated action with regard to

the Ottoman Empire, but that if ever cir-

cumstances arose which forced her to take

possession of Constantinople, she would

certainly not tolerate a British occupation
of the Dardanelles ;

a British occupation of

some island such as Mitylene would, how-

ever, be regarded in a different light.

Father found, however, that Nicholas

was anxious to go much further than Alex-

ander in the direction of bringing about

closer relations between England and Rus-
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sia, and went so far as to charge him with

a special mission to Queen Victoria and
Lord Salisbury, the Prime Minister, in the

matter. For their benefit my father set

down the following precis of his conver-

sation which he submitted to the Tsar, and
of which he approved :

—
1. The Emperor said that he was im-

patient to realise some practical result from
the forthcoming Conference on Peace, and

earnestly hoped for the cordial support of

the English Government therein.

2. He stated very strongly that he knew of

nothing in the policy, or the intentions of

Russia, which conflicted with the interests

of England so as to render impossible, or

even difficult, the establishment of a hearty

co-operative friendship between the two
countries.

3. He said that, for his own part, there

was nothing he so much desired as such an

understanding against which nothing stood

in the way but the prejudice and suspicion
created by the persistent campaigning of

mischief makers in the Press.

4. He remarked that he regarded the pre-
sent occasion, when the co-operation of Rus-
sia and England had been happily secured

with such good results, as opportune for pro-

moting a much closer rapprochement be-

tween the two Governments.

5. In reply to an observation, he said

that there was nothing contrary to such a

rapprochemefit in his alliance with France,
which was essentially pacific, and was not

entered into for the purpose of disturbing
the existing status quo on the Nile or else-

where.

6. He went on to remark that his ideas

went much beyond a me4*e negative absten-

tion from policies, mutual alliance or an-

tagonism. Their scope included an active

fraternal co-operation between the two
Governments for dispelling the prejudice
and suspicion which, in the past, had had
such regrettable results in increasing arma-

ments, which he wished to reduce, and in

precipitating the partition of China, which
he abhorred.

7. He looked forward with hope and
satisfaction to the prospect of establishing
a good working agreement between Eng-
land and Russia in China, on lines which,
as he stated them, seemed to me absolutely
in harmony with the declared objects of Her

Majesty's Government.

8. In conclusion, he expressed his very

hearty approval of several simple but obvious
measures which, if they were carried out,

would tenfi to give immediate and practical
effect to his wishes for better relations.
*^ What I want," he said, with much empha-
sis,

"
is to work for the coming of the time

when, if difficulties should spring up any-
where for either England or Russia, the first

thought of each should be how to help the

other, and not, as, alas ! it often is at pre-

sent, how to hinder the other or profit by her

trouble."

INTERVIEWS WITH ENGLISH KINGS.

I have with me here the notes of the in

terviews which my father^had with Lord

Salisbury, the Prince of Wales (later Ed-
ward Vtl.), the Duke of York (now King
George V.), Mr. Balfour, and other lead-

ing men in connection with this mission, but

naturally they were of an exceedingly con-

fidential nature, and cannot even yet be

published. But those who had met the

Tsar talked with considerable frankness

about him, and their opinion is worth hav-

ing at this time. Father had a way with
him which enabled him to put himself

quickly on good terms with the man he in-

terviewed, but he was always utterly un-

conventional, and I find in his own memo
randa of one of the interviews,

'' Never
* Your Majestied

'

the Emperor all the

time I was talking to him, and it has only
just crossed my mind that I ought to have
done so."

WHAT HIS EQUALS THOUGHT OF HIM.

Glancing through the notes of the vari-

ous interviews, I find that one British not-

able was on terms of great intimacy with

the Tsar. In reply to a question as to

whether Nicholas II. was a strong man, he
answered thus diplomatically,

"
Strong !

Yes, in a sense, but I think he is rather apt
to change his opinion with the last person
talked to. I have often compared notes

with mutual friends, and found that he in-

clined more to the opinion of the person he

happened to be talking to than one would
have expected if one had heard him talking
before to the other," and went on:

The Tsar works very hard, even when
visiting- Denmark. When the Courier came
from St. Petersburg", his whole desk was
littered with despatches and papers, all of
which he read and answered conscientiously.The War Office would send a great high pile
of papers, the Navy the same. Great quan-
tities regularly came from the other depart-
ments. You see, they have no Parliament
or Cabinet, and everything centres upon
nim. He used to work away on his papers
late at night. He has always been very
English, and never reads any excepting
English books. He has frequently told me
that after Russia there is no country he
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loves as much as England, and nothing he
desires more than to be friends with this

country. He speaks French fluently, but
he speaks English better than anv other

language, except Russian.

THE tsar's limitations.

King Edward VII., then Prince of

VWiles, told my father that "Nicholas II.

was a charming fello^^, with a very simple,

natural and sweet disposition, but he never

ought to have been born to the Tsardom of

Russia." My father thus expressed him-

self poncerning the Tsar after his second

interview :

Nicholas II. will never be a Peter the

Great. He is not a Titan, nor has he the

energy of a demon.V He works hard,

lalxDriously going through all the innumer-

able State papers submitted to him from
each of the Departments ; conscientiously

endeavouring to arrive at a right judgment
upon each question on which he is expected
to say Yea or Nay ;

but there is about him

nothing of the Berserker fire and fury which

blazed in Peter. The Emperor is a man
full of generous impulses, to which it is his

pleasure to give free play ;
but he is a

modest man, and when he finds his desires

thwarted by counsellors, who had grown
grey before he was out of the nursery, he
hesitates at sweeping them on one side. The

very keenness of his intellectual sympathy
tends to make him less dashing, less authori-

tative than he would be were his percep-
tions more blunted. He understands so well

his own limitations, he realises so painfully

day by day how impossible it is for any
single human brain adequately to appreciate
all the elements in the factors on which it is

his hard destiny constantly to pronounce an
authoritative opinion, that there is in him
none of the down-thump, cut-and-thrust,

bludgeon-like metho(i of blunter-minded
mortals. Hence what we may expect is that

he will constantly endeavour to aim at the

highest ideals both of Peace, of Liberty,
and of Progress ;

but when, in the pursuit
of these ideals, he comes up against too solid

obstacles of apathy, vis inertiae^ and in-

grained prejudices in the case of his ad-

visers and subjects, he will not risk every-

thing in order to gain something. He will

push in the right direction, though he will

smash no crockery in order to attain his

ends. Such, at least, is the impression I

formed from what is known of his reign and
of the self-revelation which he afforded me
in the course of our conversation. His is

a fine nature, whose failures will be chiefly
due to its virtues, rather than to its faults.

^

GUARDIAN OF THE WORLD S PEACE.

This disposition may qualify the Em-
peror better for the duties which he has un-

dertaken as leader in the cause of Peace
than had be been as masterful, say, as his

near neighbour, the German Emperor.
There are questions in which it is necessary
not to lead but to drive

;
but this question

of peace and war is emphatically not one for

handling with a high hand. The very deli-

cacy and modesty, the reserve and the

shrinking from violent expressions of self-

will, which more or less impede the progress
of necessary reforms in the internal adminis-

tration, may be the best qualifications for

success in an attempt to induce the nations

to agree to some method of settling disputes
other than by war. His impatient de-

sire to get something done, and his utter in-

• lifterence to what it is, so long as it is some-

thing practical and something that can be
carried into effect at once, are very charac-

teristic of the man. He is no pedant, he
lias no cut-and-dried scheme for inaugurat-

ing a millennium. What he sees clearly is

the drift to the abyss. What he longs for

most is that something should be done, and
that at once, in order to arrest that drift.

Further than that he does not go. He has

strong humanitarian prejudices against the

use of explosive bullets, and all the later

manifestations of scientific devilry in the art

of war. His grandfather before him suc-

ceeded in inducing Europe to put a veto

upon explosive rifle bullets, and he would be

very glad to carry the same principle a step
further and abolish the use of the Dum Dum
and other such bullets, which seem to him
needless aggravations of the horrors of war;,
])ut he 'has no preconceived prescription
drawn up to impose upon the Conference,
He would probably say, if he were asked,
that because he took the initiative in asking
the Powers to meet together to discuss what
could be done, that is no reason why he

should be expected to provide them with a

panacea for the evils which they all admit
and deplore, but individually are powerless
to remove. He has no exclusive right of

initiative in the Conference which he has

summoned.
" MY FAVOURITE COUSIN."

Of the Emperor's disposition, all those

who know him 'best speak in the highest pos-
sible terms. Her Majesty (Queen Victoria)
who has known him from his boyhood, en-

tertains for him an intense feeling of per-
s(jnal affection, such as one might have for a

favourite grandchild. His public appear-
ances in this country have been so very few
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that it is difficult to form any estimate upon
what we have seen or heard of him. He is

very quick in the up-take, discerning with

rapid intuition the drift of what is being
said to him. He is methodical in his ways,
and prefers to have the pros and cons of any

question submitted to him drawn up in clear

and brief terms. He is a devoted husband,
and has the faculty of winning and retaining

friendships.
" Of all my cousins," said the

Duke of York (King George) tome recently,
"

I think he is my favourite and you know/'
said the Duke with a smile,

"
I have a great

many cousins." Hi? personal cjiarm arises,

no doubt, largely from the fact that he is so

natural and so frank, so simple, and yet so

full of humour, and human sympathy. It

would . no doubt be easier for him to bear

the burden which the Destinies have placed
upon shoulders were he a little harder, and
if he felt a little less keenly the miseries

with which, with all his power, he is impo-
tent to deal. It is, however, a great thing
that a man in his position should be bowed
down rather by the consciousness of his own
imperfections than puffed up by the pride
of his power, and it is difficult to imagine
anything better for the world than that one
in whose hands there is placed over one hun-
dred and twenty-nine millions of people
should be so conscious of the need of im-

proving their condition as to feel impatient
wrath at the suggestipn that he should waste
his resources in seizing territory which
would add still more to the weight which,
like Atlas, he has to support.

THE commons' king.

Ten years ago, when I was at St. Peters-

burg, I had the privilege of seeing a good
deal of Mr. Heath, the English tutor of the

present Emperor.. There was no man in

Russia of whom Sir Robert Morier—no
mean judge of character—had a higher
opinion. He was an English gentleman in

the best sense of the word, simple, unaf-

fected, frank, straightforward and manly.
I remember his telling me an anecdote of his

pupil which made a very pleasant impres-
sion on my mind at the time.

They were reading together
" The Lady

of the Lake," and they came to that spirited
stanza which describes the scene in Stirling,
when the castle gates were flung open and
King James rode down the steep descent,
while the crowd rent the heavens with their

acclaims :

''

Long live the Commons' King, King
James !"

"'The 'Commons'' King !^' exclaimed

the boy with sparkling eyes
—"

that is what
I should like to be !"

"But every Russian Tsar is the Commons'

King," exclaimed a patriotic Russian, to

whom 1 told the story. It may be so, no

doubt, in theory, but a good deal depends
upon the application. And Nicholas II. is

penetrated through and through with the

passionate of sympathy with the poor which
is so distinctive a note of our time.

PERSONAL APPEARANCE.

Nicholas II. in stature does not resemble

his father, who was a son of Anak. It is a

mistake, however, to speak of him as if he

were exceptionally slight. He is about the

same height as General Gordon, whom he

resembles in other things besides the number
of his inches. When he rides or sits, the

Emperor seems as tall as most men. When
he stands, he is a little taller than Lord Nel-
son or Napoleon Bonaparte. Good stuff,

says the old adage, is often put up in little

bundles, and the giant in popular legend is

usually as dull as he is huge. In physique
the Emperor is wiry and vigorous. One who
sees him every day told me that physically
Nicholas is a much healthier man than his

father. Alexander III., although great in

stature and with immense muscular develop-
ment, was, from the insurance company's
point of view, by no means so

"
good a

life
"

as his successor. The Tsar is full of

vitality, quick and active in his movements,
fond of outdoor exercise. Certainly no one

meeting him for the first time would put him
down among the weakly.

QUICK AS A NEEDLE.

The first and most conspicuous charac-

teristic of Alexander III. was the solidity
—

it would be wrong to call it the stolidity
—of

his mental temperament. He was by no
means dull. But he was slow. He put his

foot down like an elephant, and when he

put it down, he was not quick to take it up
again. The characteristic of his son and
successor is quite different. The note of his

intellectual temperament is that of extreme
alertness. As he is also extremely sympa-
thetic this makes him one of the most

charming persons to talk to I have ever met.
The two qualities were also united in Gene-
ral Gordon, whose nimbleness of mind was
so excessive that it was somewhat difficult

to keep up with him. If, in talking to the
late Tsar, you were at a loss for a word, or
an illustration, he patiently waited until you
found it. His son, on the other hand, would
divine your meaning, and help you out. He
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is as quick as a aeedle, and quite as bright.

Speaking of one of Her Majesty's ambassa-

dors the other day, I tried to explain his ex-

cessive slowness in the uptake by saying that

the only way to get an idea into his head
was to take a hammer and drive it in like a

tenpenny nail. This is the very antithesis

of Nicholas II. I have seldom met anyone
so quick to seize a point. Whatever he may
fail in, it will not be lack of capacity to see

and understand.

COMPLETE ABSENCE OF PRIGGISHNESS.

This exceptional rapidity of conception is

united with a remarkable memory and a

very wide grasp of an immense range of

facts. I know some eminent English poli-
ticians holding high office who in this re-

spect are a mournful contrast to the Em-
peror. When questioned even about the af-

fairs of their own department, their fingers
seem to be all thumbs. They have not got
their dates right, or they are vague and

misty about the exact drift of important

negotiations. There are plenty of such

woolly-minded men in high places, and it is

a real pleasure to meet any one who has his

facts at his finger-ends, who tells you in a

flash what was done or what was not done,
and whose ideas, be they right or wrong,
are lucidly expressed in a very definite

form. Alertness, exactness, lucidity and de-

finiteness are four excellent qualities in a

man, and the Emperor has them all. With
all this, there is an absolute absence of any-

thing even distantly approaching the prig-

gishness of such a superior person as the

new Viceroy of India (Lord Curzon).

TOO READY TO GIVE WAY.

Many years ago Mr. Gladstone described

the Emperor as a charming type of the best

of our public schoolboys. He was frank,

fearless, perfectly natural, and simplicity
itself. Nicholas II. is no longer a bov.
He has borne for several trying years the

burden of one of the greatest Empires in the

world. But he is still as absolutely simple
and unaffected as he was when Mr. Glad-
stone met him in Copenhagen fifteen years

ago. There is still in him all the delightful

schoolboy abandon of manner, a keen sense
of humour and a hearty outspoken frankness
in expressing his opinions which make you
feel that you are dealing with a man whose
character is as transparent as crystal. Add
to all this a modesty as admirable as it is

rare, and it must be admitted that even if

the net human product should fall short of

being a great ruler, he has at least all the

qualities which make men beloved by their

fellows. The bright, clear blue eye, the

quick, sympathetic change of feature, the

merry laugh, succeeded in a moment by an

expression of noble gravity and of high re-

solve, the rapidity and grace of his move-

ments, even his curious little expressive

shrugs of the shoulders, are all glimpses of a

character not often found unspoiled by
power. Those who know him best appear to

love him most, and, naturally enough, each
one thinks his own fault is that he is too

ready to sacrifice his own convenience and
his own wishes to oblige others.

A DISSERTATION ON CIVILISATION.

The first interview at Livadia was rather

desultory, but, during the second, all man-
ner of matters were closely discussed con-

cerning the foreign policy of Russia, and

especially where this clashed with that of

Britain. The first talk lasted an hour and

a-quarter, and the second rather longer.

Amongst other things discussed on the first

occasion was the Chinese question, at that

time a burning one between England and
Russia. It was carried on in this fashion:

I said,
'' The white men are divided into

hostile groups, each against the other, so

weighted down by armaments that you have
issued the rescript to summon the Powers to

see if nothing can be done to arrest this

prodigious weight under which they groan.
The yellow men, on the other hand, are dif-

ferent altogether, without conscription, with-

out soldiers, without ironclads."

''Yes," he broke in,
" and have been

doing so for a thousand years."
"
Yes," I said,

" and because those yellow^
men are unarmed, the white man at the very
time when deploring the armaments from
which he himself is suffering, is seizing their

territory, and compelling them to become sol-

diers, and so is reproducing in the yellow
world the very evils against which you are

protesting here."
"'

Quite true," he said,
"

bfit 1 am sure

you must take wider views of the whole sub-

ject. It is deplorable but inevitable in the

advance of civilisation." Then he suddenly
broke out in a little speech.

"
I don't love

it, this civilisation. We are now at the end
of the century, and I look at this civilisa-

tion, and I do not find it good. As for the

colonial policy, what does it mean for the

native? Opium, strong drink, loathsome
diseases. And at home—great armaments,
a state of society in which a few at the top
are very wealthy, but the condition of the

labouring man is very" bad, and leaves much
to be desired. We have socialism growing
and developing often into anarchism, the
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luxury above and the misery below make
things burst up from beneath. There is also

the dying away of religious faith?" Here
he stopped, smiled, and said,

"'
I must ]>eg

\our pardon, but here we have one of the

worst evils—the press."
" But 1 quite agree with you," I said,

'' much of the press is diabolical, but what
can be done ? If those who labour for peace
were to lay down their pens, then the mis-

chief-makers would have the place to them-
selves."

"Yes, I know," he replied, ''but the

press has conducted a veritable campaign
against good relations between England and
Russia. It inflames misunderstandings.
Almost all the trouble we have had during
the last year has been the direct work of the

press."
''You remind me," I said, "of what

General Schwernitz told me ten years ago.
He said, You want to know how to secure

peace. I can tell you at once. Give me
leave to hang a dozen editors, and we would
have no more war."

" There is much truth in that," said the

Emperor, smiling.
"

I do not know what
has come over the press recently. I hardly
recognise The Timts for the last two years.
McKenzie Wallace is a very clever man. 1

had a long talk with him some years ago,
but I do not know whether he loves Russia
or not."

"
No," I said,

"
I never heard of Wallace

loving man, woman or child, let alone a

country."
"
Perhaps it is all in the head and none in

the heart," said the Tsar.
" He promised

me that he would do all that he could to

allay misunderstandings, and flatten out dif-

ficulties between England and Russia, and I

told him he could not render me a greater
service.

' '

" With regard to what you said about civi-

lisation," 1 went on.
"

there is at least one
ray of light which is being shed upon the

present gloomy situation—that is your Peace

Rescript. It has brought fresh hope to a

weary world."
"

I hojie so," he said, with animation,"
but even here, how things have been mis-

represented. 1 do not say that it was issued

from purely humanitarian motives ;
it is also

economical, was promoted by self-interest

as well as for the general welfare. Russia
needs relief, I admit that frankly, but her

position is by no means such that she could
not carry on if this evil. system is to be con-

tinued. It is not only Russia who sufl'ers,

all the other nations are in the same plight.

We all suffer ; then why not be honestly re-

solved that we will join together to stop it?

That was my idea. The Rescript has been
misunderstood. What I proposed was not

universal disarmament. What I desired was
that a stop should be put at once to the in-

crease of armaments, and I want to see a

resolution that there should be no more new
destructive weapons, which are now being
invented every day. I want to see prevented
the introduction of the new automatic gun,
of new and more deadly explosives, and also

I should like to see mines, and all such

methods for the destruction of mankind

stopped, as they are much worse than the

explosive bullets, which were interdicted at

the Conference my grandfather summoned."

DISCUSSING Russia's foreign policy.

Two days later, though, my father went

prepared with a memorandum setting forth

the various points on which he wished to

know Russia's intentions, and the two went
over tHem seriatim. The memorandum
cove^red most things beginning with the

Russo-French Alliance, and ending with the

rumoured intention of the Russian Govern-
ment to seize a coaling station in the Red
Sea, touching amongst other things on the

Chino-Japanese war, and the Russian atti-

tude in the Far East, on the massacres of
the Armenians, the state of Poland, the

war between the Turks and the Greeks, and
the intervention in Crete, the German seizure

of Kiau-Chau, the Russian occupation of
Port Arthur and Talienwan, and the British

occupation of Wei-Hai-Wei, the British re-

capture of Khartown, and the Fashoda in-

cident—we were on the eve of war with
France in 1898, it will be remembered, and
the Fashoda affair had assumed great im-

portance
—

Constantinople, and the Balkan

question.

TSAR discusses INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS.

It is impossible, of course, to set down
all the matters which came up for conside-

ration at that interview, but one or two of

them are of considerable interest to-day.
Tsar Nicholas, having looked over the in-

structions which my father had received

from Tsar Alexander, stated that he strongly

approved of them all, but he was especially
concerned with the methods which should be

adopted to presence peace in Europe. His
father had stated that if Russia, Germany
and England stood together, the peace of

the world was secured. He, however, said

impetuously,
"
If only Russia and England

would hold together they would always
keep the world at peace."
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Mr. Morley told my father when the Tsar
came to the throne,

'' Here am I, a mature

man, with only six millions to manage—he
was Irish Secretary at the time—and I find

it hard enough, but what must that young
man of twenty -five feel, upon whose shoul-

ders press the burden of 130 millions?"
"
Yes," said the Tsar,

"
it is a burden

greater than I would care to inflict upon my
worst enemy."

''Ah, well," I said, "but the post of

honour is the post of duty."
"Yes, yes," he broke in eagerly,

"
it is

duty that buoys one up. It is duty that

enables one to drive through."
The two discussed what had been done

since the Tsar came to the throne, and my
father made reference to the Emperor of

Germany. The Tsar broke in, "I do not
want to be like the Emj^eror of Germany.
When he came to the throne he began alto-

gether too boisterously for me."
"

I take it," said my father,
"

that the

policy of Russia in the Far East is to avoid

any alteration, territorial or political, of the

status quo, which might entail the partition
of China, and the consequent unwished-for

assumption of new responsibilities and new
annexations by Russia."

"
Yes," he said,

"
that is my policy, and,

witb sudden vehemence,
*'

I dread the possi-

bility of the break-up of China."
When they came to the question of

Armenia, my father said,
"

I feel that this

is a subject on which we are not in accord.

It is the only time in which I have found

myself unable to support Russia, which has

permitted the massacre of the Armenians
without lifting a finger to help them. 1

quite understand th:it Lord Salisbury is

also to blame owing to the distrust which he

has excited in Russia with regard to our

policy concerning Turkey."
"
Yes,

' '

said the Tsar,
' '

that is quite true.

He is very much distrusted in Russia, and
this miitual distrust is at the bottom of the

policy with regard to Armenia."
"You do not suggest," said the Tsar,

"
that Russia should have plunged into an-

other war with Turkey in order to settle the

Armenian question?"
"Had there been loyal co-operation be-

tween Russia and England there would have
been no need to go to war with Turkey to

enforce better treatmen.t of the Armenians,"
said mv father.

" With regard to the German seizure of

Kiau Chau,'' my father said, "from the

German point of view that was a great mis-

take, as in the event of war between Ger-

many and England that would be one of

the first places to fall into our hands. It

is a mere hostage to fortune."

With this the Tsar agreed, but he evi-

dently thought that the Kaiser had been

guilty of very sharp practice in obtaining
Russian consent to tlie German occupation
of that place, when the most that had been

agreed to was that Germany should be
allowed to enforce reparation for the mur-
dered missionaries. As far as the seizure of
Talienwan by Russia was concerned, the

Tsar stated that it was a long time before he
decided to do it, and itbad been the cause
of very grave anxiety. IT^as due, however,
to the German seizure of Kiau Chau and the

British occupation of Wei-Hai-Wei.
"

It is asserted," said my father,
*'

that

Russia proposes to convert Abyssinia into an
African Montenegro."

"
Why should we mix ourselves up with

these people ? It is all because I sent Leon-

tieff, but we have not the slightest intention

of mixing in African matters."

With regard to China, the Tsar reasserted

his desire to preserve the political unity of
that country, and his anxiety to prevent the

further leasing or partition of territory
there which would lead to the extension of
the armed system which cursed the white

world, to the yellow race.

With regard to mutual trade conditions in

the ports which had been seized by the three

Powers, the Tsar stated that agreement in

the matter had practically been reached be-

tween Great Britain and Russia.

So far as the Near East was concerned, he
said that Russia was opposed to anything
that would tend to dislocate the peace of
the Balkans, and specially objected to the

leasing or cession of any portions of Turkish

territory to any European Power. He was,
however, in favour of the union of Crete
with Greece, and with the declaration of

Bulgaria's independence. (At that time

Bulgaria was nominally under the control of

Turkey.)
My father pointed out that there had been

a supplementary naval programme laid down
by Russia which involved the expenditure of

^13,000,000.
''If the Peace Conference accepts the

proposal for a stay of further increase of

armaments," said the Tsar,
"
nothing wilJ

be done to carry out that extra programme."
They even discussed the Russian attitude

towards Austria-Hungary in the event of
the sudden death of the Emperor Franz

Joseph, in the frankest manner. The Tsar

strongly approved of the suggestion that in
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order to promote friendly relations between

England and Russia the British Fleet

would come to Kronstadt, and the Russian

Fleet go to Portsmouth on mutual visits,

but he was particularly anxious that in the

Ottoman Empire Russia and England should

act together in order to secure for the sub-

ject races there the minimum guarantees of

life and liberty promised them by the

Treaty of Berlin, and he reiterated his

previous assertion that the trouble there was
caused by the mistrust the two Powers had
of each other, which enabled the Sultan to

continue
persecutin|L

the Armenians and
other races without let or hindrance.

A FRIGHTFUL BURDEN.
Even yet the views of the late Tsar on

many very important questions cannot

be divulged, but it is interesting to note,

in the above summary, how thoroughly
Nicholas II. desired to secure permanent
peace in Europe, how anxious he was to

bring about better relations between Russia

and England. Now that he has fallen

from power, is no longer the autocratic

ruler of all the Russias, there are not found

wanting those who assert that Nicholas II.

was the enemy of his country, a pro-Ger-
inan, a man who is largely responsible for

|the parlous state into which the Empire has

[got
since the war began. They easily for-

fget that for twenty-two years this man has

borne the almost insufferable weight of

ruling T 60,000,000 people, a burden he
himself told my father he could not wish

his worst enemy to have taken up.

ABDICATE TO HELP HIS PEOPLE.

He has undoubtedly laboured conscien-

tiously, strenuously, for the people he rules

over; has tried, to the limit of his power,
; to govern justly and well, but he happens to

i have been Tsar at a time of awakening,
when the people stirred and- demanded a

I more democratic government, insisted on

I
the abolition of many of the age-old insti-

i tutions which bound them down. Nicholas

I II. was not strong enough to follow in the

footsteps of his grandfather, Alexander II.,

who liberated the serfs, and paid for his

liberal ideas by his assassination at the

hands of the bureaucrats ! He could not

break through the network of antiquated
administration which hemmed him in, but

he did not hesitate to eliminate himself in

the end, hoping, by that means, to enable

his people to win what they so earnestly
desired.

A FALLEN MONARCH HAS NO FRIENDS.

During his long reign Russia has ad-

vanced greatly, and not a little of the im-

provement can be traced back to the Tsar.

He it was who summoned the Peace Con-

ferences, which it is the foolish habit of the

man-in-the-street to scoff at nowadays, but

which, nevertheless, marked a distinct ad-

vance on the road towards the final aboli-

tion of war, set up machinery which has

been already advantageously used in the

settlement of disputes, made laws which

have, on the whole, been well observed by
all the combatants. Then the Duma came \

into existence during his reign, and, al- /

though it may have been forced upon the
j

Government, the Tsar himself appears, in
j

the end, to have smoothed the way for its
•

j

creation. The rapprochement with Eng-
'

land was undoubtedly largely of his mak-
\

ing. At one time such a drawing together \

was regarded as quite hopeless, and was

strongly opposed in England. Now every-
one is convinced that it was of the very
first importance' that Russia and England
should come closer together. Instances of

his solicitude for his people could be mul-

tiplied, but the comments of the press and

of public men well prove the o]^ adage that

a fallen monarch has no friends.

NEVER LOST COURAGE.

Nicholas II. thus spoke of the manner in

which he felt himself hemmed in and sur-

rounded by the forces of reaction. The
occasion was at Tsarskoe Selo, when my
father told him about the doings of Mons.

Mouravieff, who, as chief censor, had pro-
hibited the entrance into Russia of my
father's book,

'* The United States of

Europe," which volume his brother, the

Foreign Minister, had written to say was
most useful to Russia, and he hoped would
be widely read. The Tsar himself was
much pleased with it, and, when he heard

it had been suppressed in Russia almost

refused to believe it.

''Here is the book," I said, "and
when I sent a copy through the post, even

to M. Basily, the censor seizes it, and M.

Basily has never received it at all."

"What nonsense!" exclaimed the Em-

peror.
''

Nonsense," said I.
"

Just imagine it.

It is so absurd I can hardly think of it

without laughing. Here is a book which

the Foreign Minister declares is most use-

ful to Russia, sent through the post to the

head of the Asiatic Department of the

foreign Office, and the censor, who is

Count Mouravieff 's brother, seizes it and re-

fuses to even let M. Basily have it to read."
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"
It is really preposterous," said the

Tsar.
" Of course I don't doubt your

word, but that such a thing should happen
is hardly credible."

I said,
'' This is not a bad illustration of

what I find everywhere in Russia. 1 meet

you here and find you an intelligent, liberal

Christian gentleman, a man of the nine-

teenth century, and around you is a whole
network of institutions and administrations

which are hundreds of years old. I think

it must sometimes nearly drive you crazy.
You must be nearly worried to death with

all these stupidities and the opposition and
absurdities of vour administration."

''
It is most trying," he burst out; "it

is more than I can bear almost. ..."
" As I look at you," I went on,

"
1 feel

somewhat awed when I think that the only

hope of getting rid of these stupidities and
all these absurdities, whether in the Uni-
versities or in Finland or anywhere else,

all lies in you: I look over the whole of

Russia, and always it comes back to you.
I only hope that God, Who has put so much
on your shoulders, will give you strength
to bear it all."

"
1 hope so," he said,

'' and I have never

lost courage. Things are difficult, but 1

have never vielded to fear."

GERMANY'S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS.
An exceedingly interesting series of ar-

ticles on economic conditions in Germany
is being contributed to The Scientific

American by Albert K. Dawson, who spent
several months in Germany studying the

condition of the people behind the firing

lines. His first paper deals with the prob-
lem of feeding, clothing and guarding
3,000,000 prisoners of war. He says:

—
This means more than the population of

Victoria and New South Wales combined.
It also means more men to feed, clothe,

guard, and care for than are found in the
entire Dominion of Canada. Add to this the
fact that they are not all of one race or

language, but represent every race from the

Equator to the Arctic and speak every lan-

guage in current use to-day. Complicate
this still further by having them of different

religious beliefs and you will get some idea
of Germany's problem of what to do with
her prisoners of war.

The Russian prisoners are the largest

single group, and have proved themselves

the most tractable of prisoners. Accus-

tomed to plain food and hard work, they do
not grumble, and may be counted rather

as an asset than as a liability to Germany,
for they are doing most of her farm work
at present.

Without this Russian labour Germany
could never have harvested her crops this

year. They are sent out in parties of

twenty-five or thirty to each village with one
guard to look after them. They live with
the villagers and seem to get on very well.

Many of them have already married German
peasant girls and it is said that fully half
a million of them will remain permanently
in Germany when the war is' over. Next in

number come the Frenchmen, always good
natured and smiling and according to the
German authorities the easiest prisoners to

handle. Among them are found skilled

labourers, mechanics and professional men
but not so many farmers.

In the camps Mr. Dawson found Mongo-
lians, Malays, Cossacks, Hindoos, Sikhs,

Sengalese, Ghurkas, Arabs, Hottentots, Mo-
hammedans, Indo-Chinese and practically

every other race in the world. Some of the

prisoners are exceeding particular about

their diet, and many do not agree well to-

gether. In all they prove an unwelcome
addition to the prison problem the Germans
have to solve.

Under international law a prisoner of war
cannot be obliged to work

;
but there^ is

nothing to prevent his captor from inducing
him to work by a reward of some sort.

Thus we find thousands of French and Eng-
lish working in the shops and factories of

Germany ; as much, perhaps, to escape the
ennui of prison life as for the small pay and
tobacco allowance they receive. They are

very careful not to work on any product
which could be used as a material of war.
Thus we find them building highways and
public works, working in book binderies,
factories making agricultural instruments,
furniture and toys, and establishments mak-
ing women's clothing and shoes; but never
making anything which could be used or
worn by the men in the field.

There remain, though, says Mr. Dawson,
hundreds of thousands of prisoners who
will not work at all. These are confined

in prison camps all over Germany. The

system of housing has been standardised,

and, as a general rule, the camps are situ-

ated on gravel soil to insure good drainage.
The barrack buildings are of one design,
built of wood, with tar paper roofs and

plenty of windows. These are heated by
stoves, and, as a rule, have electric light.

Running water for washing and drinking
is supplied each barrack and there is always
a common bath house and laundry for the
entire camp. This has shower baths, tubs
and hot water, and the men can go at any
time to bathe and wash their clothes. The
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prisoners are obliged to take at least one
bath a week, but this rule does not have to

be enforced on the English and French
;

they wash as a matter of course. It is

only the Russians and Orientals who must
be lined up once a week, much against their

will, for the Saturday bath. The Russian
peasant can see no sense of bathing at any
time, and the idea of letting quantities of
water come in contact with his skin in
winter time is simply suicidal to him, A
company of Russians being marched to the
bath house under guard on a winter day is

always a source of fun to the English and
French, because, judging by their expres-
sions, one would think they were going out
to be sjiot instead of wg,shed.

Directly he reaches a camp a prisoner is

given a ntlmber, which is painted or sewed
on his clothing. The Germans give the non-
commissioned officers among the prisqners
authority over the men and make them re-

sponsible. This system makes it possible
for the Germans td handle a large nimiber
of prisoners with a comparatively small
number of guards. In each camp there is

a large tent or empty barrack room set aside

as a church, where services are held each

Sunday by the prisoners themselves.

The food question is the one thing upper-
niost in the mind of every prisoner and in
his opinion cannot be given too much space
in any di,scuss ion. It is also the one pro-
blem which gives the Germans most con-
cern. One of the officers in charge of

prisoner food supplies of the empire told
me that sometimes it appeared as if the
Russians were sending their men over in

prisoners in sufh great numbers in order
that they might eat the Germans out of
house and home.

It is the aim of the Germans to see that
every prisoner receives enough well-cooked
wholesome food to keep him in first-class

physical condition. This is a long way,
however, from giving him all he wants of
the kind he wants and at the time he wants
it. Naturally the Germans cannot maintain
an a la carte service and cook to ruit each
individual or national appetite. They figure
out a well-balanced nutritious ration for the
mass, just as we would figure out a ration
for a horse, and the men can either take it

or leave it. In all the prisons I visited I

never saw a man who looked half nourished
or under fed ;

but the same men often com-
plained that they were being starved. In

no case did their appearance bear out the

statements.

Speaking of national appetites, we find

that what would suit the Senegal does not

please the Cossack, and vice versa. The
Russian peasant likes salt herring as we
like turkey, but the Frenchmen abhor it.

The Mohammedan will starve before he will

eat pork and the Hindoo will starve before
he will eat beef. Everybody likes coffee

except the Englishman and "he wants tea.

Some of them like a little garlic in every-
thing and some of them don't

;
and there

you are.

There is a canteen or store in each camp,
where the ordinary rations can be supple-

mented, and some of the prisons
—

usually
those with many English in them—have

restaurants where the men can take all their

meals if they have the money to pay for

them.

Next in importance to the food question
to the prisoner is the mail from home. From
what I could find the postal system is very
well organised. Very few had missed a letter

or package and money always came through
without loss or delay. I was surprised to

find that the Russians received more money
from home than those of any other nation-

ality. Probably because they are numeri-

cally so much in the majority. Next to

them come the English who receive the

largest per capita amount.

The prisoners are allowed to receive let-

ters, money and packages, and may write

two letters a week. The ntmiber of pages
is, ho^vever, limited to two, a necessary

measure, as the prison censor soon found
that the persual of the missives of men with

a literary turn of mind delayed the corre-

spondence of all the other men.

Taking all things into consideration I

believe that the men are much better off in

prison than they would be if in the field

with their various armies, going through
the usual campaign hardships ;

and I know
of my own experience that there have been
many times while on the front that I would
have gladly excepted a bowl of the prison
soup.

*

A PEST A BLESSING IN DISGUISE.

The ravages of the boll weevil have

recently been causing immense disturbance
in the cotton growing districts of the United
States. The little beast, a moth in later

life, was a pest confined at one time to

Egypt, but since he arrived in America he
has been so busy that the cotton growers
were in despair, and large areas went out

of cotton cultivation altogether. It appears,

thoug'h, that the weevil is actually going to

turn out a blessing in disguise. This dis-

guise was indeed so good that it has taken

some time to penetrate it, but already it

is redeeming the Southern States from the

disgrace of being a one-crop country. Cot-

ton is no longer autocratic there. It has

been dethroned by the boll weevil, and

must now take its place as merely one in a
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lemocracy of crops. The despairing cotton

j;ro\vers and cotton-seed millers have found
salvation in the humble peanut !

Mr. F. S. Tisdale gives in Tke Nation's
Business an account of the rapid manner in

which the cultivation of this ground nut has

been taken up all over the South. In 1908
the value of the peanuts grown in the

Southern States was ;^2, 500,000. Tlie

value of the 19 16 crop, at a conservative

<^stimate, was ;£i 1,000,000. In Texas
alone 200,000 acres are laid down in pea-
nuts. A few years ago these nuts were
•ousumed. for the most part, by boys and

_;irls all over the States. Everyone who has

travelled there is familiar with the peanut
barrows at the street corners, with the steam

whistling through the kettle spout ; but even
the millions of children of the States would
make little impression on the millions and
millions of bushels now being grown in the

fields where once the cotton-bush flourished.

A few years ago the value of the cocoa-
nut as food was little realised. To-day it

is known to be one of the most important
ntitritive things nature produces in the

world. The demand is therefore enor-

moais, but it takes seven years, or more, for

a cocoanut tree to begin bearing, w^hereai?;

the peanut is an annual, and the return is

immediate. It may well be that this In-

significant little plant may soon fill as

important a place in the world's kitchen as

does the cocoanut palm.
It is of higher food value even than

^vheat, and the oil which is extracted there-

from is a better lard substitute than cotton-

seed oil. This oil brings a higher price
,)er gallon, too, and the chief cause of the

rapid development of peanut culture is be-

cause the oil can be won in the very'^ame
mills by the very same machinerv that is

used for the extraction of the oil from tiie

cotton seeds. Unlike the cotton bush,
•

though, the peanut greatly benefits the soil.

Mr. Tisdale states :
—

In addition to the direct profits, the pea-
nuts leave the land better off than when
they were planted. For, like many of their
cousins in the bean family, they g-ather
and deposit nitrog-en in the soil.' All of

I

which was mig-hty nice for the farmer—but
it didn't help the mill men face their famine
of cottonseed.

^'
Well," said the farmers,

"
\yhy don't

you crush our peanuts?"
The mill men laughea at first. Then

they began to investigate, and the things
they discovered about the peanut took the
smiles from their faces. I-n IQ14, the United
States imported 44,549,780 pounds of nuts
and 1,332,108 gallons of peanut-oil from
Marseilles, Delft, Hamburg, and other

ports. The nuts brought 1,809,237 dollars,
and the oil, which was valued at oi5'Q30
dollars, went mostly into the manufacture
of butterine and other lard substitutes. The
war killed this trade deader than a door--

nail, but the demand for it was open-
mouthed and hungry as a nest full of jay-
birds.

By slight readjustments of their machin-
ery that cost very little, the cottonseed
plants could be turned into peanut-oil
plants as they stood. The superiority of

peanut-oil, over fhe old product was empha-
sized by the willingness of the trade to pay
sixty-seven cents for a gallon of peanut-oil
when they would pay about sixty-five cents
for the same measure of cottonseed-oil. On
the strength of these thino-<^ the mill men
experimented cautiously with peanuts.
The results were so successful that the

acreage in Texas increased more then
1000 per cent, from 1015 to 1016. Fully
three-quarters of the vast country oi
Comanche were taken from cotton and given
over to the p-oober. History was repeating
itself in Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, and
in the other cotton States. In Georgia,
Calhoun, and Randolph counties Lad been
cotton-fields. The boll-weevil regarded
these fair acres and acted as if they had
been planted for his especial benefit.

'

"
Peanuts," murmured the Calhoun and

Randolph men in their sorrow.
They are shouting the word' now at the

top .of their voices. Their lands are turned
into peanut plantations. They have built
mills and warehouses at Coleman. Arling-
ton, and Edison to take care of the yield
from 15,000 acres. Cotton-oil mills through-
out the South are making the necessary
changes in their machinery and are preach-
ing the renaissance of the goober to the
planters about them.
At Houston, Tex., three large mills have

taken up the manufacture of peanut-oil and
cake. They and others about the State have
guaranteed a ready market for the entire
Texas crop, and the outlook for next year
is for a far greater acreage than this

year. . . .

So surprising has been the success of
the experiments that the planters have
begun to look for the dark side of the
silver lining. The price of peanut products
has gone up with all its companion food-
stuffs— will it come crashing down at the
end of the war.? How much danger is

there from over-production?

There is little chance of that, however,
because the food value of peanut oil .and

cake is so great that there will always be a

universal market for it. But the despised
earth nut has ot'her advantages.
The South abounds in sandy soil that

will produce little cotton or g;rain. If the

peanut could submit specifications it would
ask for just such soil. Vast tracks where
pine forests have stood may be made use-
ful and valuable by planting them with

peanuts.
The cottonseed mills have a capacity far

beyond the available supply of their raw-

material, and have, therefore, lain with cold
furnaces for a large part of the year. They
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will naturally welcome a new industry that
will extend the yearly period of operation
and at the same time extend the fig^ures on
the credit side of the ledger.

If peanut raising is proving of such im-

mense profit to American farmers, why
should it be despised of the Australian?

What about our waste spaces? Could we

not further help in the housekeeping of the

world by adding these nuts to our crops?
Could we not, indeed, start an industry in

the Commonwealth which would add fur-

ther to our wealth, employ large numbers
of the immigrants who are certain soon to

come to our shores to avoid the crushing:
taxation in Europe?

JOFFRE THE MAN.
Mr. Charles Dawbarn contributes an illu-

minating little sketch of Marshal Joffre to

The English Review of Reviews. Amongst
othef things he says :

—
Order, method and persistency are the

key-notes of Joffre's success. He is not

the dashing soldier, either in appearance
or in his plan of campaign. There is

nothing romantic-looking about him, but

something eminently strong and sensible. He
is a man of the people who has risen by
sheer merit and industry to his present

position. Joffre is said to disdain chance
and to be incredulous about sudden flashes

of inspiration. He thinks that war belongs
to science and is to be scientifically con-

ducted. His idea is to prepare everything,
to leave nothing to chance. Every detail is

studied, every point is made clear.

When by a vote of the War Council he

was appointed to the supreme command in

191 1, people outside the army knew him
not at all, and many inside the army only
remembered vaguely that he was the leader

of a successful expedition which years be-

fore, in 1894, had entered Timbuctoo, after

a most difficult march in the desert. He
had fought the Tuaregs and punished them
for their treachery, and had opened up a

large tract of territory. Thus fame of a

restricted sort had come to him at the age
of 42. For the most part his life has been

spent away from the routine of the army
in bridge and road making, fortifications

and the rest. As a colonel he spent some
time in Madagascar constructing naval de-

fences at Diego Suarez,

This sort of work seems to have deve-

loped the solitary bent of Joffre's mind.
He was always rather a lonely figure, just
as was Kitchener, surveying mankind wifh

a kindly, though somew^hat detached vision,

from his mountain top. To adopt the Colo-

nial career, as he did, meant that he would
be lonely, removed, at least, from the bar-

rack square. But that way promotion and

personnl distinction lip. His reason for

going first abroad was the touching one of

his young wife's death. Joffre was pro-

foundly saddened bv it ; life seemed to
have lost its savour. But his was not the

nature to brood even over deep personal

grief, and he flung himself into work under

Courbet, in the island of Formosa, just
at the moment when the great French sailor

coloniser was undertaking his celebrated

Tonking campaign. And in the activity of
those yeats he felt a growing zest in life

and a strengthening of all the fibres of his

being. In Indo-China, at Hanoi, w'here he

organised an expedition, as if to prove his

versatility, he made a great impression, not

merely upon his chiefs, but upon the natives

as well. When he left they named a street

after the young and thoughtful -looking cap-
tain who seemed always to be meditating
behind the broad forehead and the unfor-

gettable eyes ; for they are unforgettable in

their blueness and their seeming power to

read the soul.

The Catalans who inhabit Rivesaltes in

the Eastern Pyrenees, within a mile or two
of the blue Mediterranean, and in the

midst of a great expanse of shallow lakes

formed by the overflow from the sea, are
a race apart. They are not strictlv French,
nor are they typically Spanish. They are

Catalan and that is sufficient, and they
talk their own language and even have

newspaper^ printed in it. They are proud,
industrious and sober, and Joffre partakes
of their character with the addition of the
cool shrewdness of a Picardy great-grand-
father. The amalgam is extraordinarily

effective and calculated to wear well.

Some people have sought to attach tht

French Commander-in-Chief to Spain,

just as the Swiss newspapers at the com
mencement of the war spoke of him as a

Protestant of Helvetian descent. But local

enquiries have established the falsity of
both pretensions.' Joffre is a pure Catalan
from Rivesaltes—that is, if one will allow
him the great-grandfather from Picardy—
and his family goes back to the seventeenth

century, if not to the fifteenth.
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CATECHISM OF THE WAR-XXXVIII
Q.~ Could you give me any idea of the in-

creased carrying capacity of British
merchant ships owing to the sanction-
ing of decl< loads?

A.—Some shipping experts assert that by
deck loading, and the permission given to

load ships down to the
'* Indian Summer "

Plimsoll mark, no less than 500,000 tons

was in effect added to the British mercantile

marine.

Q.— Did the recent restrictions on the brew-
ing of beer in England really save much
barley?

A.—According to Lord Devonport the

new regulations, which reduce the output of

y^ev to 50 per cent, of the pre-war total,

saves 286,000 tons of barley, 36,000 tons of

sugar, and 16,500 tons of grits. It is really,
he said, a question of bread versus beer.

The regulation actually provided for the

malting of 70 per cent, only of the output
of l)eer for the financial year ending on
March 31st, which is equivalent to a reduc-
tion of 50 per cent, on the pre-war produc-
tion. Before the war the output was

36,000,000 standard barrels ; for the coming
year it will be 18,200,000 only.

Q.— is the wife of Nicholas II. a German
princess by birth?

A.—^She was born in Hesse, but her

mother was Princess Alice of England,
favourite daughter of Queen Victoria, sister

nf Edward VII., and aunt of King George
\'. Her sister maried Prince Louis of Bat-

tenberg, who was first Sea Lord when the

war broke out. Her father was Grand Duke
Ludwig of Hesse.

Q.—How does an aeroplane effect a safe
landing at night?

A.—That is one of the greatest problems
an aviator has to solve, and in the early

days of the war many disasters overtook the
men who went up at night, owing to the
bad landings. The Germans claim to have
solved the problem in an ingenious manner.
A pit is dug in the centre of the aerodrome,
which is covered over with a thick sheet of

glass to withstand the weight of an aero-

plane, should its wheels pass over it. A
powerful white light is placed in the pit. At
a distance of about 250 feet from this light,
and also sunk in the ground, are placed four
red lights corresponding to the cardinal

points of the compass. Each of these red

lights is connected by underground wires to

a wind vane, mounted on a mast or tower at

some convenient point. At night the cen-
tral light glows constantly, while the red

light in the direction of the wind that hap-
pens to be blowing, also shows, indicating
to the pilot the wind conditions where the

landing is to be made.

Q.—When the holders of the second British
War Loan wished to convert Into the
I st one were they obliged to take an
equal amount of new stock as was the
case when consols were converted into
the first loan?

A.—No, they siniply gave notice that they
wished to convert. ;£ioo worth of the
second loan stock entitled the holder to

^100 worth of 4 per cent, stock in the new
loan. The second loan yielded 4I per cent.,
but was subject to income tax, whereas the

4 per cent, new loan was free from it.

Holders of ^100 worth of the 4J
per cent, stock in the second loan
could also convert into the 5 per
cent, stock of the last loan, which was,
however, subject to income tax. For every
;£i 00 worth of stock, though, that they
held in the second loan they received

;£io5 5s- 3d. worth in the last one, so that
it would seem that the net result of tKe con-
version would be to increase the payments
made on the amount subscribed to the
second loan by i per cent. ! As this loan,
after the first had been converted into it,

amounted to just under ;^i, 000, 000, 000,
that means that the Government will have
to pay stock-holders in it ^£10,000,000
more a year than would have been the case
had they not availed themselves of the op-
portunity of converting into the last loan.
It is not surprising, then, that the Govern-
ment expressly announced that stock-holders
in the last loan have no right of conversion
into any future issue that may be made.

Q.—Gould you give me any particulars con-
cerning the Austrian War Loans?

A.—The fifth loan has just been floated,
and preliminary figures show that a total

of 4,412,800,000 krone have been obtained,
that is to say, ;£i 76, 5 12,000. The fourth
loan realised 4,520,300,000, the third

4,202,600,000, the second 2,688,300,000,
and the fiirst 2,200,700,000 krone.

Q.—What prices are eggs fetching in Eng-
land just now?

A.—The retail price appears to have

gone as high as 4/6 a dozen. This is due
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to the fact that there has been so tremen-

dous a falling-off in eggs imported since the

war begun. In 1913 no less than 2,589,-

594,000 eggs were imported, worth

^9,590,602. In 191 6 the imports totalled

only 792,769,320, a decrease of 1,796,-

824,680. The value of the 1916 imports,

however, was ;^4, 741,401. Thus, while the

numhxTs imported had decreased by more
than two-thirds, the value had only de-

creased by one-half.
,
In 19 13 imported

eggs w^ere sold at 8/ioJ per great hundred
^ (120 eggs); last year they fetched 14/4J.

EngHsh eggs are now selling at from 20/-
to 30/- the great hundred, Irish eggs from

27/- to 28/-, Canadian 23/-, and Ameri-

can at 19/-. Naturally the value of the

home production has gone up immensely,

although the number of eggs and fowls does

not appear to have greatly increased. The

following table compares 1913 with 1916:

Consumptive Value of Eg-g-S and Poultry.

IQ13 igi6 Variation

£ £ £
British . 9,000,000 14,400,000 + 5,400,000
Irish . 5,000,000 8,000,000 +3,000,000
Imported 10,545,000 5, 377,000 —5,168,000

24,545,000 27,777,000 4-3,232,000

Q.—What was the price at which potatoes
were fixed for this year in Great

Britain?

A.—The fixing of prices created a good
deal of criticism and "protest at home, and

ultimately it was decided that the prices
mentioned should not be regarded as con-

tract prices, but as minimum prices,

guaranteed by the Government for iX)tatoes

of the first quality. Prices were as fol-

lows:—-

^5 15s. per ton for delivery from Decem-
ber 15th to January 31st.

£6 per ton fop delivery in February and
March.

£(i I OS. per ton for deliver\' for the remain-
der of the season, for quantities of not less
than six tons, F.O.B. or F.O.R.

Q.—You mentioned in your last issue that

it was prok^able that before long the

daily war expenditure of Great Britain

would touch seven million pounds.
When do you estimate that that figure
will be reached?

A.—It has already been reached. Mr.
Bonar Law, speaking in the House of Com-
mons on March 19th, said that the daily ex-

penditure between nth February and 31st
March of this year was no less than

^7,260,000, and that the average daily ex-

penditure for the year which ends on March

31st, 1917, was ;£6,ooo,ooo. Previous es-

timates had placed the daily average for the

financial year, closing this month, at

;£5, 400,000, from which it would seem
that the war has cost

.
Great Britain

^219,000,000 more this year than was sug-

gested it would do when Bonar Law spoke
a couple of months ago.

Q How many Prime Ministers has Russia
had since the outbreak of war?

A.—Six, namely MM. Kokovtsoff, Gore-

mykin, Sturmer, Trepoff, Prince Golitzin,

and Prince Ivoff. The only man who has
remained always in the Government is the

Finance Minister, M. Pierre Bark.

Q.—When was the name of the Russian
capital changed from St. Petersburg to

Petrograd?

A.—This was done by Imperial ukase on

September ist, 19 14. The city now has a

population of well over 2,000,000, but after

the Grand Duke evacuated Poland this" was

temporarily increased by almost another

million.

Q.—How are the members of the Duma
elected?

A.—By a process probably the most com-

plicated in the world. The origmal mani-

festo which brought the Duma into being
was altered by Imperial ukase in 1907, it

having been found that under the original

arrangement the Cadet Party
—the Consti-

tutional Democrats, which included the

Socialists and exiles returned to Russia
when the Constitution was promised in

1905
—was in overwhelming strength. The

Cadets were so impractica(:>le that the first

Duma was at once dissolved, and being stil|

in great majority in the second, it was re|
solved to alter the electoral law, so that

representation should be more Russian, an<

more conservative. The members
turned from Siberia, the Caucasus anc

Poland were reduced in number fr(

89 to 39, the Central Asian Steppes
weire disfranchised altogether (they

formerly sent 23 members), and the number
of representatives were reduced in all from

524 to 442. The members are elected by a

complicated system of electorial colleges
which can Tx?, and were, so manipulated as

to leave the power in the hands of the

beauTOcracy and landed proprietors.

Q.— Do the people then vote for members
of an electoral college like that which
elects the President of the United
States?

A.— It is nothing like so simple as that.

To give a lucid description of the method
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<-ni()lo\c(l is exceedingly difficult. In an

attempt to do so we ha\'e to begin with the

Mir. This is a body in the village com-

munity consisting of all the peasant land-

owners of the village. The Mir controls

the village to some extent. In each district

the Mirs elect members to what is called a

Volosi. Above the Volost is the Zemstov.

There is one Zemstov for every province,
or GovermTient. Large landed proprietors,

who own 590 acres and over, sit on the

Zemstov board in person. The small land-

owners send delegates, so do the wealthier

townsmen. The less wealthy urban classes

also are represented, and finally the pea-
sants send delegates who. are selected by
the Volosts mentioned above. The electoral

colleges, who elect the members to the

Duma, are elected by electoral assemblies

chosen by the three classes of landed pro-

prietors, citizens and peasants just as the

members of the Zemstovs are. Conse-

([uently the large landed proprietors, who
sit in person, vote practically direct for the

member, although actually in the second

degree, as the electoral college finally does

the selecting. The lesser proprietors who
are represented by delegates elect in the

third degree. The peasants elect only in

the fourth degree, as their delegates are

selected by the Volosts. The urban popu-
lation is divided into categories, and elect

members to the electoral college not accord-

ing to the number of taxpayers, but accord-

ing to the amount paid, thus giving a great

preponderance to the richer classes.

Q.—Are the workmen represented at all?

A.—They are specially treated. Every
industrial concern employing fifty workers

or over elects one or more delegates to the

electoral college of the particular Govern-
ment in which it is situated. If it were not

for the provision that at least one Duma
member must be chosen in each Government
from each of the five classes represented in

the college, it is obvious that the progres-
sive elements would not have had any re-

presentation at all in the Russian Parlia-

ment. This rule makes it imperative that

a fiixed minimum of peasant members must
be sent to the Duma, a fixed minimum of
landed proprietors, and so on. But the

Radical elements in the Duma practically
all come from the cities of Petrograd,
Moscow, Kiev, Odessa, Riga, Warsaw and
Ix>dz. These seven cities elect their repre-
sentatives for the Duma direct, although
even in their case special precautions are

taken to give the advantage to the wealthy
electors.

Q.—Has the Duma much power?

A.—It appears to have taken it
; but, ac-

cording to the Constitution it had very little.

It was allowed to have nothing to do with

the army or navy. Legislation is in the

hands of Ministers, who are responsible not

to the Duma, but to the Tsar. Members,

may originate legislation, but not until it

has the approval of the Minister of the De-

partment concerned. If by a two-thirds,

majority the Duma arraigns the action of
a Minister, the President of the Imperial
Council lays the case before the Tsar, who
decides the matter. The Duma has little-

real power over finance, more than half

the annual expenditure of the country in*

times of peace being entirely outside the-

control of Parliament. Ministers could,,
and did, impose taxation without consulting;
the Duma at all, for when it is not sitting,
the Tsar has the power to issue ordinances,

having the force of law. He has also the-

power of dissolving the Duma or prorogu-
ing it whenever he likes. The Duma, dur-

ing the last three or four years, established!

its position so well that it was beginning to»

take a larger share in public affairs, and;

would brook no curbing.

Q.—Is their a House of Lords, or Senate, In)

Russia?

A.—There is an Upper House called the
Council of the Empire, consisting of 196-

members, half being nominated by the Em-
peror and half being elected. The Tsar
nominates his own Ministers, who are ex-

officio members of the Council. Of the

96 elected members the Monks select three,
the clergy three, the Corporations of Nobles,

eighteen, the Academies of Science and the
Universities six, the Chambers of Com-
merce six, the Industrial Councils six, the
Zemstovs thirty- four, Governments having;
no Zemstovs sixteen, and Poland six. What
is called the Senate has really nothing to.

do with legislative matters. It is actually
a sort of Supreme Court, but carries out a
great variety of functioris. All its members,
are nominees of the Tsar.

Q.— Could you tell me how many Turkish,
soldiers there are in the field at present?

A.—'Various estimates have been made,,
but probably the most accurate is that of
Colonel Repington, The Times military

expert, who calculates that there are from-

fifty to fifty-five divisions still under arms.

That would make about a million men. He-



33^ STEAD'S REVIEW. March si, 1917.

distributes them as follows:—23-25 on the

Caucasus front; 5-7 in Arabia; 5-6 in

Austria and Roumania ; 5 in Syria ; 3 in

Mesopotamia; 3 in Persia; 2 at the Dar-

danelles; I at Constantinople; i at

Smyrna ; i at Cilicia, and i on the Salon-

ika front. Since that estimate was made it

is probable that there has been considerable

change in the distribution of Turkish mili-

tary strength. If it is accurate, there

would be only 60,000 men opposed to

General Maude about Bagdad, and a like

number retreating on that city from Persia.

Q.— Have any estimates been made as to the

cost of killing a man in the present war?

A.—It is almost impossible to arrive at

that. According to the estimates of enemy
losses, 2,000,000 men have been killed. As
the Allied expenditure to date amounts to

^10,000,000,000, that works out at

^5000 per man. On this assumption, an
American journalist has suggested that it

would be a good plan to offer a bonus of

JP^2oo to every German private who sur-

renders. Apparently ^it
would be worth

making that bonus far larger if there were

any chance of enemy soldiers availing them-

selves of the offer.

Q.—Who will represent India at the Imperial
Conference?

A.—The Secretary of State, Mr. Austin

Chamberlain, will represent India, but he
is to have the assistance of three men who
are travelling from India for the purpose
of being present at the Conference. These
are Sir James Meeston, Lieutenant-Gover-

nor of the United Provinces of Agra and

Oudh, His Highness the Maharajah of Bil-

kaner, and Sir Satyendra Prasanna Sinha.

Q.— Does the Government ordinance calling
for the registration of all European
British subjects in India between the

ages of sixteen and fifty apply to the
Eurasians?

A.—Considerable doubt at first existed

as to whether the Eurasians—men with one

parent European and the other a native In-

dian—were included in the ordinance.

European British subject is defined as
"
any subject of His Majesty born, natu-

ralised or domiciled in the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, or in

any of the European, American, or

Australian colonies or possessions of His

Majesty, or in the colony of New Zealand,
or in the colony of the Cape of Good Hope
or Natal, and any child or grandchild of

any such person /by legitimate descent."

Therefore, any person in India of mixed
descent whose father or grandfather was

born, naturalised, or domiciled in any part
of the Empire named will be included.

Q.—Could you tell me how many Austrian
and German ships sheltered in American

ports?

A.—Reference has been made to this in

previous numbers. Exact particulars of

the number of ships which fled to Manila

have not been published. In American

harbours, however, there are 68 merchant

ships of the Central Powers. Of these,

54 are German. In New York har-

bour alone there are 29. A German mer-

chantman sought shelter in the port of San

Juan, Porto Rico, and a couple found re-

fuge in the Danish Islands, which have

now been purchased by the United States.

The only warships interned in American

ports are the Eitel Friedrisch, and Kron
Prinz Wilhelm, auxilliary cruisers and the

gunboat Geier, which is at Honolulu.

Q.—Could you tell me whether there are

many State loans maturing this year?

A.—Knibbs' Official Year Book gives

full particulars concerning the due dates of

the public debts of all the States. Accord-

ing to this invaluable reference book th^
debts, which matured in 1917, are the fc*"

lowing :
—

New South Wales iJ4,Q7o,352

Victoria 4,020,060

Queensland
—

South Australia 3,448,164

West Australia 2,723,081

Tasmania ••• 044»7Q3

Total ... 17,006,450

Queensland is in the happy position of ha^

ing to redeem or convert no loans at all fc

four years, but in 1924 and 1925 she hi

to convert or redeem ;£ 12, 9 7 3, 834 and

;£i 1,829, 100 respectively. 1924 is a pretty
bad year for New South Wales also, as in

it a loan for no less than ^16,698,065 falls

due.
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A REAL HISTORY OF THE WAR,

I

Many readers have urged me to write a

history of the war whilst the struggle is

going on, but it would be doing justice
neither to my readers nor myself to attempt
to bring out such a history at the present
time. I intend, later on, tp

make some

permanent addition to the literature of the

terrific conflict, but not until I can do so

unhampered by the regulations. When I

do publish a book, or books, on the

war, I wish what I have to say to

appear in unexpurgated form, and of course
that cannot be done until after the conclu-
sion of peace. When the struggle is over
I think I can promise my readers a highly
interesting and impartial account thereof !

There is no doubt that most people who
have taken an intelligent interest in the

European conflict are anxious to obtain
some carefully compiled history of the
events which led up to the outbreak of war
and of the happenings in the war itself. It

is, however, exceedingly difficult to get any
balanced record of the military doings of
the great armies during the last two and
a-half years. Most of the histories pub-
lished are so hopelessly biassed as to be of
little real worth. We may fully sympathise
with the sentiments which induced the

authors to take the one-sided view disclosed
in their writings, but, at the same time,

wanting a truthful account, their narratives

are of little use to us.

There are, fortunately though, men who,
even in the heat and burden of the struggle,
can exercise their discriminating faculties

and give to the world a fairly accurate ac-

count of actual happenings. Because of
this ability, Mr. John Buchan's History of
the War, published by Messrs. • T. Nelson
and Sons, is easily the best I have yet read.

Mr. Buchan has done many good things in

recent years, but probably nothing better

than this running account of the struggle
which has appeared in monthly volumes
for the last fourteen months. He shows
himself a true historian, for he manages to

preserve a correct sense of proportion, and
sees events in their right perspective.

No man, whilst the war is still raging,
can hope to be absolutely accurate or to

properly assess the real importance of this

or that happening, but Mr. Buchan has on
the whole shown excellent judgment in

writing his History. He occasionally is un-

able to avoid errors of deduction, and even

statement, but such errors are inevitable

when the historian is a patriotic citizen of

one of the countries at war. But whilst he

naturally views the doings of the Allies

more favourably than those of the enemy,
he does not withhold recognition of the

military feats of the foe. It is indeed a

relief to read the balanced narrative of Mr.

Buchan after perusing some of the other

so-called histories which have already ap-

peared.

Mr. Buchan has been able to get at offi-

cial documents and reports from all sources,

utterly unobtainable in far-away Australia,

and there is much, therefore, in his story of
the struggle which is entirely new to us

here. One of the best features in the His-

tory is the maps and plans. It is impos-
sible to properly grasp the military story
of the great struggle without diagrams and

maps. Those supplied by Mr. Buchan are

all specially drawn to illustrate the text, and
the fact that there are no less than 340 of

them in the fourteen volumes shows that he

thoroughly appreciates the need for graphi-
cal explanation of military actions. Each
volume averages 270 pages, the type is easy
to read, and the general get-up of the

books is good. In the appendices Mr
Buchan reprints official documents which it

is exceedingly important to have in any
adequate history of the war. ' These in-

clude despatches from generals in the field,

from fleet commanders, and diplomatic cor-

respondence between the European and
American Governments.

The last volume, No. XIV., is of special
interest just now, as it tells of the Fall of

Kut, and deals generally with the situation

in Mesopotamia. It also touches on the

war in the Eastern Mediterranean, illustrat-

ing the account of the Sinai operations with

a most excellent double page map. The
next number, almost due, will deal with the

great Somme Offensive. Altogether Nel-

son's History of the War is the most com-

petent, coherent and well-balanced story of
the frightful struggle in Europe it is at

present possible to obtain. The convenient

size of the volumes makes it possible to

carry them easily in the pocket, and their

low price puts them within the reach of

everyone. None who reads this history can
fail to get a better grasp of the whole

struggle, h>oth political and military, than

they had before.



332 March 31, 1917.

HOW TO DEVELOP AUSTRALIA,

III.-THE MAKING OF ROADS.
The Romans developed continents by

building great arterial roads. We British

develop huge continents by building rail-

ways. But whilst the Roman roads tapped
areas of great wealth—as do our railways
-—the ancient Empire builders found it

necessary to organise a complete system of

subsidiary roads which fed their main

highways, otherwise these served but as

connecting links between towns and cities,

were of little use in developing the rich

country through which they ran. In the

more rapid, bustling days in which we live,

the railways have been rushed through, but,
alas ! the feeding roads have been sadly

neglected !

That conclusion is forced on the merest

amateur in traffic matters by a perusal of
the two last reports of the Country Roads
Board of Victoria—and Victoria is typical
of all the other States although perhaps in

less bad case than they. These two reports
make painful reading for they show that, in

certain parts of the country, there is actu-

al 1> retrogression to chronicle instead of

progress, owing to the inability of settlers

to get their* produce to market. After read-

ing these reports, one begins to understand
some of the causes which make our rail-

ways show a loss, why the cost of living
is continually increasing, and why decen-
tralisation is proving an almost impossible
task.

We propose not only to repatriate our
soldiers and put them on the land, but we
speak of thousands of immigrants who will

inevitably gravitate to this country to es-

cape the grinding taxation of Europe, but,
unless we get busy on road construction we
will in all probability fail either to re-

patriate our soldiers or to keep the coming
hosts of immigrants. Everyone has prob-
ably met men who have been forced to

gravitate to the great Australian cities

simply because of the terrible isolation to

which they have been condemned, and of
the inability of getting their produce to

market. In nine cases out of ten this is

due to lack of roads. Unless the railways
are fed by the roads the railways run at a

loss, and unless there are decent roads, de-

velopment of the country is impossible.

A good instance of this is given by the

Walhalla railway. This has been built for

seven years, and connects that town with

Moe, running through a district which is

not only beautiful, but is capable of grow-
ing splendid fruit. The only connection

Walhalla has, however, with the outside

world is this railway ; what roads there are

are hopeless from the traffic point of view,

and the trains, in consequence, continue to

do the round trip at a loss of ^£40 ! In

the course of the investigations carried out

by the Country Roads Board, which form
the basis of the two reports, the Board
travelled 21,600 miles, of which 1400 had
to be done on horseback, no other means of

progress being possible owing to the charac-

ter of the country or the condition of the

roads.

There is a constant outcry against the

centralisation of the population of Aus-
tralia in the great cities, but until the road

problem be vigorously attacked, that cen-

tralisation will continue and, indeed, get
worse. During the last ten years, although
the population of Victoria has increased

from 1,210,000 to 1,430,000, the popula-
tion of the State, excluding Melbourn
and district, is actually less to-day than
was in 1905 !

After this war is over Great Britain will

inevitably try and induce her Dominions to

produce what she requires, and this will

mean that the primary products of Austra-

lia will haVe to be greatly developed. Such

development, however, will prove impos-
sible unless new districts are tapped bv

good roads, and old ones, now retrogress-

ing, are given a new lease of live by having
trafficable highways put through them. In
this connection it is well to keep in view
the fact that a sound, well-built road will

be much less costly to keep up than a poor,
weak one.

The motor car is rapidly revolutionising

agricultural methods and transport in other

lands, and will certainly do so here, too,

in the near future. But motor lorries and
cars require good roads, and unless they
get them settlement and agricultural pro-
duction will be terribly retarded. The
motor car solves the problem of isolation,

a-
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for it puts the farmer within easy reach

of his neighbour and of the distant town-

ship. Now that we have a network of rail-

ways, the laying of new metals is of less

importance than the building of proper
roads to feed those lines already in exist-

ance. There can be no doubt whatever

that the future of Australia depends more
on the making of roads than on anything
else. It is high time that we got on the

job.

Not only is road-making imperative, if

Australia is to be developed, but it is a

legitimate war industry. Every good road,

well and truly laid in the right direction,

provides a means of military defence

against possible invasion, as well as an

artery for extension of internal produc-
tion and commerce in time of peace.

In an undeveloped country like this, the

hewing of the path of progress, no matter

how rough, must never cease, or Nature

will get the better of us. No divinity that

we know of ever cut roads for a slothful

people in a wilderness ; that has been com-
mon experience from the days of Moses,

upwards and downwards.

There are some roads in the Common-
wealth, and many tracks that by courtesy
are called roads. The latter are not mili-

tarily serviceable because, like Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes' crooked footpath, they fol-

low the vagrant wanderings of the first

wayfarer, although lacking the direction of

the surveyor's contour lines. Three to six

months, it has been said, would be required
to shift a sufficient Australian army by the

existing railway, to meet an invading force

at Sydney. In the bloody-minded condi-

tion of the world to-day, he who would
call for a moment's delay in strategic road-

making, must be classed as a paltering

pacifist.

Hitherto our roads have been defined by
swagmen, drovers and bullock waggons.
Giving evidence before a federal Commis-
sion on the establishment of Australian

Naval Bases necessary in the war period,
Rear Admiral Creswell, of the Naval

Board, remarked that Australian roads
lead usually to a river or creek, a place for

men and stock to drink at, and do not take

that direct course to a deep water port
which both commercial and defensive de-

velopment require. Naval bases are com-
mended as a matter of urgent necessity for

points all around our coasts, which Ad-
miral Henderson designated, from Brisbane
to Rockhampton, Port Jackson, Jervis Bay,

Westernport Bay in Victoria, Port Lincoln

in South Australia, and St. George's Sound
in the West.

Until these bases are linked by passable

roads the co-operation of the land and sea

force will be paralysed, and for us that

means prospective disaster. When these

links are forged our defensive arm will have

a long and effective reach, and the same

achievement will open the way to unlimited

production and a conamercial era which to-

day exists only in our dreams.

Road-making with the motorist has be-

come a religion in a country where exten-

sive touring can only be pursued on a

machine that has the agility of a stump-

jump plough. Religious yearnings may
lack practicability, but the motorist makes
known his doctrine of the Great Highway
wherever he goes, and communicates his en-

thusiasm to all classes. Faith can shift

mountains. Even farmers have been fired

by the ambition to travel swiftly on a level

surface, and in the State of Victoria the

conservative ''cockle" is weakening in his

opposition to the fine work of the Country
Roads Board.

Every chain of improved highway expe-

dites the transport of wheat and wool to

the seaboarc], and sends material succour

more rapidly to the armies in France and

the beleaguered populace of Britain. Every
road opening into arable country opens

prospects of comfortable settlements for

Australian and British soldier-farmers after

the war. The planning and surveying and

rough hewing of trans-Australian thorough-
fares are works immediately demanded by
the military and commercial necessities.

In the building of roads on a bold, con-

tinental plan, many industries must be

stimulated— stone-crushing, sa-w-milling,

motor-making, th-^ manufacture of cement

and the producrion of steel. The modern
road is built of concrete, not mud; it is

bound, not by boulders and dust, but by
fibres of steel. It is indestructible, a

mightier monument than the Pyramids.
While the Americans, for the sake of sea

trade, were giving expression to their prac-
tical genius in the construction of the

Panama Canal, they found time also to

speed the gospel of the modern road. In

addition to the great waterway they have

also construct'ed a magnificant motor high-

way right across the continent from the

Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. The Ameri-

can favour a road of cement concrete, rein-
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forced by steel mesh. With reasonable

maintenance it is practically everlasting.
Road construction for the carriage of

heavy artillery is proceeding with all the

furious speed of war activity behind the

Allies' lines in France. Even in England,
untouched by the feet of the invader, roads

are being laid to naval and military bases,

day and night. Concrete roads are de-

pendable every day in the year. They
make driving easy and safe by daylight or

dark, in winter or summer, in rain or sun-

shine. Being non-absorbent, the surface is

cleaned by every rain, and dries quickly.
There is no mud in wet weather, no dust in

dry weather. Concrete roads when well re-

inforced are good over swampy land. They
are not affected by periodical showers or

overflows. The first cost of a concrete is

moderate, considering the fact that the

materials used in its construction are of

lasting quality, that repair expense is low-

est in comparison with other types of roads

that approach it in permanence. The few

slight repairs that may be necessary, are

easily made by any careful labourer, with

tar kettle and waggon.
Home products and labour are used

largely in the construction of concrete

roads. What they cost is spent in the com-

munity where the funds are raised. These

roads have grown in public favcar by leaps
and bounds as their practical qualities have

become more generally known. Prior to

1915 there were in the United States only

1764 miles of concrete road, based on an

average width of 16 feet. During 191 5
alone 1063 miles of such roads were built,

not to mention nearly 6,500,000 square

yards of concrete city streets and alleys.

Vermilion County, Illinois, started 19 16

by letting contracts on March 17 for nearly

145 miles of concrete roads—the largest
contract ever awarded in point of concrete

road mileage. Later, Georgetown Town-

ship, in the same county, voted to connect

itself with the main highway system by
building five miles of concrete road, mak-

ing a total of practically 150 miles of con-

crete highway now to be constructed in Ver-

milion County.
The work never ceases. Belligerents,

friends and foes, neutrals and those who
have entered the vague

"
no-man's-land

"

of a ''break in diplomatic relations"—all

are hard at it. The motor age has set the

world on wheels. If our neighbours in

Mars astonish us with their canals, how

they must marvel gazing at the new striped
condition of earthly continents ; it is not a

craze, it is a dire necessity. The old Aus-
tralia could not have been forced to yield
the wealth of its mines without a bullock

track. The richness of our virgin soil can-

not be fructified without motor highways.

Very closely associated with the question
of roads is the problem of forest culture.

Lately a scheme has been promulgated for

planting a grove of Norfolk Island Pines

at Lome, the Victorian watering place.
The holiday-makers who conceived this

pretty and fairly practical idea have let

the steam of their enthusiasm frame in

their imagination a spacious dream of a

continuous plantation following the whole
eastern coastline of the Commonwealth.
In benevolent mood they propose to find

employment for returned soldiers in water-

ing the trees. There are places along the

coast where the only available water is in

the sea, and places also where the most
trench-hardened soldier would not stay for

five minutes without wishing to be back in

Flanders among the bullets, in a more ex-

citing and possibly a more healthy atmo-

sphere. Every man who stays at home
now wants to do something for the returned

soldiers. But when the men do come back

they will want to do something for them-

selves, and the things they will do may be

surprisingly different from the cut and
dried positions that the good souls here are

so unctiously devising for them .

The road-making proposition is a national

enterprise, aiming at the increase of com-

merce, production and manufacture. It is

already in well-organised operation by
Government bodies in New South Wales
and Victoria, and if the Governments de-

cide to extend it on a large scale they can
do so by direct action. It does not offer

rivalry, but co-operation to the tree

planters. The right place to plant trees is

along the highways, where they will serve

the double purpose of affording shade and
shelter to travelling human beings and
stock, and providing timber for buildings
in townships and on farms, and for trans-

port along the roads to the metropolis, and
for local use and export.

In California dry land is purchased at

/^6 an acre, and the cost of planting 1000
trees to the acre, supervision, insurance,

guard against fire risk and so forth, brings
the outlay up to ;£ii or ^12 per acre. In

ten years the cuttings yield ;£32 per acre.

As a break wind for the roads, and the

contiguous farms, a highway forest' would
be invaluable. The prospective timber

yield is illimitable; it is necessary that the
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There is Nothing Better than

HEARNE'S
Bronchitis Cure

For COUGHS, COLDS on the CHEST,
CROUP and WEAK LUNGS

This Medicin* can be given with PERFECT
SAFETY and the UTMOST CONFIDENCE
to the YOUNGEST CHILD, a, it does NOT
contain, and has NEVEIR contained any poison
or harmful drugs. It is very pleasant to take,

and children take it readilv—even CLAMOR
for it. HEARNE'S BRONCHITIS CURE

is prepared by our MR. W. G. HEARNE
who is a REGISTERED CHEMIST

with nearly forty years' experience.

The REMEDY with the

REPUTATION

'.>^/^--<7

X #
If not obtainabl« locally

send direct t»

W. G. Hearna & Co.

GEELONG. VICTORIA.
Sydn«r, N.S.W.

\.^^ Walliactm. N.Z.

Always ask for

"HEARNE'S"

ij^'
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Easy and

Simple
to Take.

1/6

Tube

No Tumbler,
No Spoon,
No ^Vater

Required.

Cinnak
FOR

Colds, Sore Throats, Huskiness,

Cold in Head, & Nasal Catarrh

OINNA.IC is a pink powder—in a handy tube—with a most

agreeable taste and flavour. Just what you require.

CINNAK is a remarkably good and most effective remedy. It

quickly
**

clears
"

a husky throat or
"
stuffy

'*

head.

The Soldier's Kit

There is nothing a soldier will appreciate more than a tube of

CINNAK. A soldier is very apt to catch a cold—a tube of

CINNAK at hand will ward off that cold.

You can obtain CINNAK from all Chemists in the Commonwealth.

Thank you for mentioning Stead's Review when writing to advertiaerB.



stead's Beview, 31/S/17. FINANCE AND BUSINESS. 335

timber should be grown, as foreign supplies
have been largely cut up for the war. A
local timber industry, allied with road-mak-

ing, would kill innumerable birds with two
stones. It would solve the present unem-

ployment problem, and provide a con-

geries of new industries to accommodate
both the returning soldiers and the immi-

grant armies which we expect to come to us

after the war.

FINANCIAL AND BUSINESS QUARTER,

I

Very little reliable information is re-

ceived in these parts regarding the real

state of affairs—economic and otherwise—
in Turkey. Occasionally we hear of revo-

lutionary movements, of the appalling
hardships of the poorer classes, the deplor-
able condition of the country's finances,
and so forth, but the news, though prob-
ably true, is rarely substantiated, and
seldom emanates, of course, from ofiicial

sources. For that reason, the publication of
the report of the Council of Administra-
tion of the Ottoman Public Debt (consist-

ing at present of the German, Austrian and
Turkish members), covering the period for

March, 19 14, to March, 19 15
—

though be-

lated, is unusually interesting and unique.
-British holders of Turkish bonds, of
roiu-se, cannot expect to receive any imme-
diate return from their holdings, and the
final adjustment of their claims will neces-

sarily form part of the eventual peace nego-
tiations. * * *

Since Turkey came into the war in

November, 19 14, the record includes less

than/ five moHths of administration under
war conditions, and certainly does not give
much indication of the financial position of
the Debt Council at the present time. Yet
it is significant that even at that early stage,
a very big falling off occurred in the reve-
nues accruing to the administration. As
compared with 1913-14 there was a drop
of 33.40 per cent., the gross receipts
amounting to ^T3,58i,40o, as against
£^S^Z1^^9^^} representing a decrease of

^^- 1^797.400. Of that sum ;£T268,ooo
was attributable to the default of the Tur-
kish Government, in respect to the Eastern
Roumelian annuity, the Cyprus tribute and
the half-yearly payment of the Tumbiki
revenue. The remainder was due to the
actual falling off in revenue during the
last part of the year, and though the 1913-
14 figures were the largest on record, the

shrmkage was sufiiciently obvious.
^ * *

After crediting the gross receipts with
the balance brought forward and deduct-

ing expenses of administration, there was

a net income of ;£T2, 888,000, which was
more than sufficient to meet the full service

of the Unified Debt, a surplus of

;£T73o,7oo being exhibited, of which, ac-

cording to the usual practice, 75 per cent.,

or ;£T538,ooo, was handed back to the

Turkish Government. Only about 15 per
cent, of the sum due to the bond-holders on
the half-year's interest appears actually to

have been paid, h<wever, this representing
the proportion of Bonds held by the Cen-

tral Powers, or by neutrals. The balance

is supposedly held for the purpose of meet-

ing the claims of Allied bond-holders after

the war, but according to The Financial

Times, it is more than doubtful whether

they will then actually be available, since

the elaborate international organisation for

financing the country's debt has now broken

up completely. When terms have even-

tuallv been come to it is considered prob-
able that a new arrangement will have to

be made with the Allied bond-holders,

who would api^ear to hold about 85 per
cent, of the total debt.

•jf * *
.

The dependence of Great Britain upon
oversea countries for mineral products was

attended to by Professor Fearnsides, Sorby
Professor of Geology at the University of

Sheffield. When addressing the Society of

Engineers recently on the subject of " The
British Iron and Steel Industrie^," the

Professor stated that for many years almost

fxactly one-half of the pig-iron made in

Great Britain had its origin in ores which

came from overseas. The total home pro-

duction of iron ore was about 16 millions

tons per year. Of the eight million tons

of foreign ore imported over five million

tons came from Spain. The North African

colonies of France ranked second, with

over 1,000,000 tons, and Scandinavia third

with just under a million tons of ore in

1 9 13. Of other materials required for

steel making in Britain, the greater propor-
tion was imported from overseas. In 1913
over 1,200,000 tons of semi-manufactured

metal came to Britain from Germany, as

well as 585.000 tons of similar material
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made up in Belgium. By 1913 the British

engineering industry had come to rely to

a dangerous degree for raw material on
German sources of supply, but since the

war the increased needs of the British en-

gineering trades had been met by an in-

crease in the home production of iron and
steel.

X- K- *

Loan raising might be aptly described

as the most popular national pastime of to-

day. Next to blood-letting, it is certainly
the business which is regarded as of most
vital national import. Great Britain has re-

cently conducted a flotation which easily
beat all previous records in the domain of

high finance, obtaining for her
"
Victory

"

issue a sum which in total ran into the

fourth figure in the millions column, or, as

the American system of numeration would
render it, into the first column of billions.

France has been at intervals, more or less

busy in the loan-raising department. Ger-

many has either floated or
^'

arranged
"

her
fifth venture—within her own borders, per-
force—and we have "

heard from "
Turkey

as a borrower.
¥r ^ ^

In the East, too, there have been issues

of not a little importance. China, after
much squabbling, characteristic of that

happy yet devious people, has managed to

obtain some little assistance in the shape
of credit abroad, her effort in the United
States provoking a great deal of caustic
criticism—all of which doubtless glided
from the official back of the Celestial Trea-
surer without doing him much harm, either

personally or as the representative of his
' '

peculiar
' '

people. On this side of the

globe, Russia, too, has been at work

"gathering where she had not strewed," to

wit, in Japan. It is not a great while since
these two nations were at daggers drawn
one against the other. Now such fast

friends have they become, that they borrow
and lend with a freedom suggestive of
aeons of blissful financial inter-relation-

ship. Time m^kes strange whirligigs.
x- * -x-

From the foregoing it will be noticed

that the bulk of the borrowings have put
money into the purses of the Allies. Rou-
mania, of course, has had help, and Serbia
has not been altogether neglected, whilst

only a comparatively short period prior to

her entrance into the conflict Bulgaria was
assisted financially by Great Britain.

Among the most recent announcements of
the application of nations for funds is one

from Spain, where a. trifle of ;^^4o,ooo,ooo
is needed as an exchange stabiliser. In

October last, in virtue of a royal decree,

the Bank of Spain offered for sale Trea-

sury bonds to the amount of 223,975,000
pesetas, carrying interest at the rate of 4

per cent. These bonds have the right of

conversion at full value in any future con-

solidation of the national debt, so it is

likely that a proportion will be merged in

the impending issue. Already the Cortes

has ratified credits amounting to 10,201,-

059 pesetas.
* * *

Within the Empire,
''

the latest
"

loan

issue comes from Canada, where arrange-
ments have been completed lately for secur-

ing ;£3o,ooo,ooo at 5 per cent, for a period
of twenty years.

'

The minimum price of

subscription has been set at 96, so that the

investor stands to clear about one-third

above the stated interest yield, allowing
for redemption. It has been a striking
feature of Canadian loans, since the out-

break of the war, that with every fresh ap-

plication for credit, either domestic or

otherwise, she has been able to offer better

terms. Hence it is that each flotation has
been a greater success than that which pre-
ceded it.

* ^ *

When, in November, 191 5, the Dominion
asked her people to find her 50,000,00©
dols., they responded with a subscription
of close upon 100,000,000 dollars. The
cute Canadian financiers did not .let

.^ slip

this golden opportunity. They wisely de-

cided to
"

take the lot," and they improved
the opportunity by placing the moiety re-

maining, after satisfaction of their own
needs, at the disposal of the mother coun-

try. Since then, Canada bias been of mate-
rial aid to the home authorities, as we have

already chronicled in Stead's Review
from time to time. As to the result of her

latest "sounding" of the market, there

can be little reason for uneasiness in the

minds of her financiers.

X- * *

Since the outbreak of the war Great Bri-

tain has arranged three collateral loans in

New York, viz., ;£5o,ooo,ooo in August,

1916, ;£6o,ooo,ooo in October, 1916, and

^^50, 000,000, referred to in our last

number, making a total of ;£i6o,ooo,ooo.

Including the foregoing the British Govern-
ment has borrowed ;,^228,90o,ooo in

U.S.A., since the autumn of 191 5, when
the British loan-raising commenced in New
York.
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BALD 30 YEARS !

This man is fetst growing baid.

CRYSTOLIS" is just the thing
for such cases.

Here's good news at last for men and
women whose hair is falling, who are growing
bald and grey, whose 8.','aips are covered with
dandruff tiiat nothing seems to keep awa-y, and
whose heads itch like mad.

Good news even for those who imagine them-
selves hopelessly and incurably bald, or who
sufFei' from hair or scal'p trouble of any kind.

We have had granted to us the sole Austral-
asian rights for the great American discovery,"
Crystolis," the new hair remedy thit in

Americrj, and Europe has been called the most
wonderful scalp discovery of the century,
haviny been awarded Gold Medals at the big
Paris and Brussels Expositions.

Hundreds of men and women have written
us to tell of the phenomenal results obtained
by its use. People who have been bald for
years tell how they now glory in their beauti-
ful hair. Others wiio have hud danaruii all their
Mves say they have now a clean healthy
scalp, and that their hair stopped falling after
a few applications of this wonderful new
treatment.

We don't care whether you are bothered
with falling hair, prematui^ely grey hair,
matted hair, brittle hair, or stringy hair;
da.ndruff, itching scalp, or any or all forms
of hair trouble, we want you to try

" CRY-
STOLIS," at our risk.

We give you a binding gua«rantee without
any

"
strings

" or red tape, that it won't
cost you a cent if we do not prove to youi
that "Crystolis will do all

' we claim for
it; and, what's important, we have plenty of

money to back our guarantee. We have de-

posited £200 in our local bank as a special
fund to be forfeited if we fail to comply
with this contract. Cut out the coupon be-

low, and post it to-day to Creslo Labora-
f«atories, 3140 Malcolm Buildings, 256A George
*^Street, Sydney, N.S.W.

Starts New Hair Growth. HALF-INCH

LONG IN TWO WEEKS.

REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE OP
EVAN STEPHENSON.

"
I have been bald 50 years, and have

used all kinds of hair growers, but re-

ceived no benefit until l began
'

Cry-
stolis.' In two weeks it started a fine

new growth of hair all over the top of

my head, dandruff disappeared, and my
hair is one-half an inch long, and is com-
ing in thicker, and no more is falling
out."

(Signed) EVAN STEPHENSON.

Reward of £200 if we fail on our guarantee.
Try it at our risk. Post Coupon to-day.

DOCTORS, MINISTERS AND LAYMEN
RECOMMEND " CRYSTOLIS."

Following is convincing evidence from a
few of those who have used "

Crystolis
" and

know its great value from personal experi-
ence:—
Rev. H. a. Handrick writes :—" Crystolis

started my hair growing after the first week's
treatment."

Dr. Chaeles Lyndon states :—" To-day I have
twice as much hair on the top of my head as
when I commenced using your remedy. You
have unquestionably solved' the problem of

growing new hair."

Dr- J. S. Riley declares:—"I have used
Crystolis on the head of a patient, and find
it stopped the falling hair, and is sa-tisfac-

tory in every way."

Mr. George F. Morse says:—"I lost my hair
18 years ago- Have used less than one treat-
ment. My head is now covered with a thick
growth of fine hair of natural colour. No
more itching, no more failing hair, no more
dandruff."

Rev. F. M. Campbell writes:—"I am de-

lighted to say that Crystolis has stopped the
itching, and a fine growth of new hair has
appeared."
FAMOUS SCALP SPECIALISTS RECOMMEND^" CRYSTOLIS " CONSTITUENT.

In referring to an essential of
"
Crys

tolls
" the famous . American hair

growing discovery, Drs. Jackson and ^.
McMurtry, of the Faculty of Medi-^ ^'

cine of the Columbia University, ^Jr ^-
write as follows, in their book j^ ^y' .&•'

"^^^on " Diseases of the Hair
"
It is the only product

far as we know, whose use
has heen knoun to pro
mote hair growth
"CrystoQis

"
is regarded

on highest authority
as of decided service^^Q^ (r,^-
for growing hair^r Cr^ v
in cases of total
baldness

^^^:M^,.-^T^--
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UGHT
RUNNING WHITE SEWING

MACHINES
It will pay you to investigate the word-renowned silent WHITE
Sewing Machine, which combines SIMPLICITY, QUALITY and
ECONOMY with FAITHFUL CONSTRUCTION and ELEGANT FINISH.

It embraces all that stands for efficiency.

Buy the WHITE
To turn out more and better sewing with less

labour.

For its light running, easy sewing qualities.

For its fine mechanical adjustment

For its beauty of construc-
tion and durability.

For its incomparable labour-

saving devices, which aie

exclusively WHITE— for

example, its tension indi-

cator.

For its attachments and
improved features, which
enable one to remove a

piece of unfinished work,
put it back on again in

a month or six months,
and get exactly the same
results.

Duplicate Parts

Always Available

Write for Illustrated Price List,

posted free on request

Lowest Prices for Cash—

Buckley & Nunn Ltd,
298- 3lO BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE

Eei^y Terms can be arranged •with the

White Depot JPropy, JL^td,

lO Royal Arcade, Melbourne

Thank you for meutioning Stead'a Review when writing to advertiaeri.
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€iHandsome is as Handsome Does''

<fbrd
THE UNIVERSAL CAR

The FORD will DO mostly anything a highly-priced Motor Car will do.

ONE EXCEPTION IS : It will NOT cost you a

whole lot for Tyres, Petrol and Maintenance.

Sole Agents : TARRANTS ^^^^

'"'Srpe™'"'''''

104-112 RUSSELL STREET
"Touring " Car, £ 195 "

Runabout," £ 185

Popular Hotels in Central London
NEAR THE BRITISH MUSEUM.

KINGSLEY HOTEL,
HART ST, BLOOMSBURY SQUARE,

LONDON.
OPPOSITE THE BRITISH MUSEUM.

THACKERAYHOTEL
GREAT RUSSELL STREET,

LONDON.
These well-appointed and commodious TEM-

PERANCE HOTELS will, it is believed, meet th?
lequirem^nts, at moderate charges, of those who
desire a.!i the conveniences of the larg.3r modern
i.ioensed Hotels. Thes3 Hotels have

Passenger Lifts, Bathrooms on every floor, Lounges,
and spacious Dining, Drawing, Writing, Reading,

Billiard and Smoking Rooms.

Fireproof Floors. Perfect Sanitation, Telephones.
Night Porters.

Bedroom, Breakfast, Attendance and Bath,
6 6 per night per person.

Full Tariff and Testimonials on application.

Telegraphic Addresses-
Kingiley Hotel—"

Eookcraft, Westcent,
LoDd«n."

Thackeray Hotel—
'

1 hackeray, WrttcenI,
Loodon."

The Colonial Mutual Life

Assurance Society Limited.

ESTABLISHED A.D. It72.

Mutual Life and Endowment Assurance, com-

bined with Accident and Sickness Assurance.

Personal Accident and Sickness and Industrial

Policies Issued, without Mutual Liability.

Principal Office :

419 & 421 COLUNS ST., Melbourne

Liberal ANNUAL Bonuses Declared

and Accidentin Both Ordinary

Departments

Income for 1915-

Funds at 31/12/15

£738,540.

£4,152,702.

Insure Now and Participate in

THIS YEAR'S BONUS.
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Glad to oblige you!
A genuine fellowship exists between

users of Plume Motor Spirit. It is only
hatural that men who have learnt to believe
in

"
Plurtie

"—men who know by experi-
ence, its efficiency, its dependability, its

economy—should have the greatest con-
fidence in recommending it to their friends.

Plume Benzine
Easy starting—Sweet running—More miles

It is an established fact that
" Plume "

costs less by giving more mileage to the

gallon, is easy starting and ensures a clean

cylinder.

Correct Lubrication
Lubrication plays such an important part

in the sweet running of your car that you
cannot afford to use other than Gargoyle
Mobiloils—"A grade for each type of

Motor." Write for free Recommendation
Chart, which shows the correct grade you
should use in your car. For sale at all

dealers and garages.

Vacuum Oil Company
Proprietary Limited

Throughout the Commonwealth and New Zealand
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